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On the Cover: Comanche, circa 1834
			by Ron Kil

The Comanche exemplified the Plains Indian buffalo culture more
than any other tribe, which is saying something, since all Plains tribes
depended on the buffalo to some extent.

The Comanche man hunted; his wives processed the hides, more hides
equalling more trade goods. To increase production, some men had as
many as ten wives, the idea being many hands sharing the work made
life easier for everyone. The wives heartily agreed with this custom.
Mexican women captives were taken specifically to fill this role.
The woman here is scraping the fat and gristle from a newly-skinned
hide, which will be tanned as a robe with the fur remaining on it. The
hide on the stretcher behind her has been de-haired and may be used
for clothing or rawhide.

The Comanche Empire
by Dr. Leo Oliva

The Comanche Empire, the most powerful nation on the southern
plains (population estimated at 20,000 or more, comprised of several
bands that lived and acted separately much of the time) when the
Santa Fe trade opened, covered portions of present Texas, Mexico,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Colorado, and Kansas. During the late 17th
and early 18th centuries, they had migrated from the Rocky Mountains and northern plains, where they were related to the Shoshone, to
the southern plains, acquiring horses from the Spanish as they moved.
They were considered the best horsemen (and horsewomen and horsechildren) in the world, ranging over a vast territory and dominating
most other tribes in the region.

Their economy centered on the buffalo and the horse, plus trade with
other tribes. They were masters of stealing and trading horses. Estimates of the number of horses possessed by the Comanche in the early
19th century range from 15,000 to 20,000.
The Spanish government in New Mexico made peace with the Comanche in the 1770s, and a trade relationship developed. That deteriorated after Mexican independence in 1821, but Comancheros, New
Mexican traders, continued to venture onto the plains and trade with
the Comanche for another 50 years.
Comanches were also known as Iatans. When Zebulon Montgomery

continued on page 7

About the Santa Fe Trail Association

The mission of the Santa Fe Trail Association is to protect and preserve the Santa
Fe Trail and to promote awareness of the historical legacy associated with it.
Follow us online at www.santafetrail.org,
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube
Wagon Tracks, the official publication of the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA), publishes well-researched and documented peer-reviewed articles
relating to the Santa Fe Trail. Wagon Tracks is published in February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Queries are welcome. Complete submission guidelines are posted at www.santafetrail.org. Although the entire issue of Wagon Tracks is
copyrighted in the name of the Santa Fe Trail Association, copyright to each article remains in the author’s name. Articles may be edited or abridged at
the editor’s discretion.
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Researching in the James
Josiah Webb papers at the
Missouri Historical Society
Library in St. Louis are l. to
r.: Pat Fletcher, Ron Maine,
Joy Poole, and Eugenia Webb
Maine, the great-greatgranddaughter of James Josiah Webb.
photo: Ruth Friesen
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Insights from your President by Larry D. Short, President of SFTA 		
As we begin our commemoration of
the 200th anniversary of the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail, I encourage each of you to work within your
chapters and local communities to
develop events that will do justice to
this important commemoration of
America’s first international highway
of commerce. Each chapter president
will lead his or her individual chapter,
and the leadership of SFTA will continue to provide help and encouragement.

I am proud to assume the duties as
President of the Santa Fe Trail Association and realize that you have
given me a great responsibility for
the next several years. I will endeavor
to live up to the position, but at the
same time will be counting on our
board members to fulfill the duties
and responsibilities that you too have
assumed. We can work together to
continue to protect, preserve, and
promote the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.

We are fortunate to have a close
working partnership with the National Park Service and I look forward to working closely with them
long into the future. With the majority of the trail located on private
property, one of the major goals of
my administration is to maintain
a strong working relationship with
these owners to ensure that the historic sites on their property are maintained, secured, and available to the
public at least by appointment. The
future looks bright for our organization, but we must continually search
for new avenues of funding for our
projects such as signing, interpreta-

tion, and maintenance of our existing
sites and signs.
The Santa Fe Trail Association held
its Symposium 2019 in St. Louis in
late September. Prominent historians
provided very educational and enjoyable presentations, and side trips to
the Boone Farm, St. Charles, and the
Bellefontaine and Calvary Cemeteries provided insight into area history.
Our thanks to the Symposium committee who did a wonderful job of
creating the Symposium.
The commemoration of the Santa Fe
Trail’s 200th anniversary will provide
a great opportunity to introduce the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail to
thousands and thousands of new
people of all ages across the nation.
With events across the entire length
of the trail, we need to ensure the
dignity and appropriateness of each
event. We want to make sure that our
commemoration includes the wide
variety of people who were associated
with or lived along the Trail.
May the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail continue to be a vital part of
our history and our future! 

Photo courtesy Michael Martin Murphey

Michael Martin Murphey Named Honorary Chair of the SFT 200th Commemoration

https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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Michael Martin Murphey has agreed to be the honorary chair of
the Santa Fe Trail 200th commemoration. The legendary singer/
songwriter has traveled extensively and engaged in ranching
throughout the West as he topped the international and national
pop, country, bluegrass, and western music charts with such huge
crossover hits as “Wildfire,” “Carolina in the Pines,” “What’s
Forever For,” “Long Line of Love,” “Geronimo’s Cadillac,” and
“Cowboy Logic.”
Throughout his musical career, Murphey has ever remained the
historian and founded the Murphey Western Institute (named
for his pioneering ancestors) to preserve and perpetuate the
history of the American West. He is thrilled to be a part of the
200th commemoration.
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Joanne’s Jottings by Joanne VanCoevern, Association Manager

The Santa Fe Trail Association
(SFTA) participated in the “Explore
Kansas” event held during the Kansas
State Fair in Hutchinson, Kansas,
on September 7-8. Several SFTA
members volunteered to help with the
booth and were able to engage the
public and provide information about
the SFTA, the 200th, our chapters,
and how to join the Association. Several shifts of volunteers took turns at
the booth. A big thank you goes out to
all the volunteers who helped spread
the word about the Association and
the Santa Fe Trail.

The Santa Fe Trail Association is partnering again with Avila University,
Kansas City, Missouri, this time with
the School of Visual and Communications Arts. Larry Short, SFTA President, has taken the lead to coordinate
our efforts with Nicole Esquibel, Dean
of the College of Professional Schools
and Chair of the School of Visual and
Communications Art. For this project,
students will focus their efforts on
creating videos, 3-5 minutes in length,
about Santa Fe Trail-related sites in
the Kansas City metro area. These
videos will be suitable for SFTA’s
social media efforts. Future projects
involving other universities along the
Trail are being discussed. Avila University, located on Wornall Road, lies
right on top of the historic Santa Fe
Trail route, and the campus features a
pedestrian trail marked with the Santa
Fe National Historic Trail pedestrian
signs. This has been a great opportunity to work with college students and
inform them about the historic Santa
Fe Trail that is a part of their campus.
The Santa Fe Trail Association has
created its first video advertisement
for the 200th Commemoration of the
Santa Fe Trail in 2021. Coordina-

tion was handled by Deb Goodrich,
Publicity Chair. Watch for this ad
on segments of “Around Kansas” on
Facebook.
The Emmy Award-winning cooking
show A Taste of History® has made
tentative plans to film a segment on
the Santa Fe Trail during November
2019. Plans are underway to film at
Mahaffie Stagecoach Stop and Farm
in Olathe, Kansas. SFTA is seeking
help with funding sources to make the
sponsorship of an episode of A Taste
of History® on the Santa Fe Trail a
reality. If you would like to be a part
of this sponsorship effort, contact
SFTA Headquarters, or the Manager
at info@santafetrail.org or manager@
santafetrail.org
The Santa Fe Trail Association has
been awarded funding for a “Portable
Timeline” project by the National
Park Foundation. This timeline will
be used in conjunction with the 200th
commemoration of the Santa Fe Trail
and will feature a timeline of events
related to the Santa Fe Trail and the
time-period 1821-1880. More details
will follow as the project develops.
New Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Historic Site ID signage has been
placed at Pawnee Rock State Historical Site. We thank the Kansas Historical Society for allowing this sign to
be placed there, as well as the Kansas
Department of Transportation for installation. Directional signage was also
placed along Highway 56 at Pawnee
Rock.
The Quivira Chapter of the Santa
Fe Trail Association has completed a
project at the Little Arkansas River
Crossing Complex. Located in Rice
County, Kansas, this complex includes
four sites on the Santa Fe National
Historic Trails. Interpretive wayside
exhibits were created and placed at

Volunteers staff the SFTA State Fair booth.
Published
by UNM2019
Digital Repository, 2020
November
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Joanne, continued from page 5
Swanson’s Swales, Stone Corral, Station Little Arkansas/Camp Grierson, and
at Fry’s Ruts. This project was a cooperative effort with the National Trails Intermountain Region, who furnished design services to create the files, and the
Quivira Chapter, which paid for the fabrication and provided the installation of
the exhibits. Also included in the project was signage at Station Little Arkansas/
Camp Grierson.
Photos: Joanne VanCoevern

New site ID
signage was
placed at Pawnee
Rock.

Additional Scholarly Research Grants Available
The purpose of the Santa Fe Trail
Association Scholarly Research
Fund is to stimulate significant
scholarly research on the Santa Fe
Trail suitable for publication. For
2020, the SFTA Board of Directors
has approved an additional $1,500
in grant money to encourage the
research of local trail-related topics
that could be used to enhance local
or regional 2021 Santa Fe Trail
events and/or knowledge. The fund
is open to anyone whose proposal
meets the requirements and fulfills
the procedures set forth below.
Funds may be used to pay for: 1)
Supplies and materials; 2) Services
(literature searches, computer use,
clerical and/or technical assistance,
and copy fees); 3) Travel. Funds may
NOT be used for the purchase of
equipment. Up to $1,500 is available
per proposal. The Santa Fe Trail Association Scholarly Research Committee will consider the purchase of
items such as books and maps used
in research, but the purchase of such
items is discouraged.
The SFTA Scholarly Research Committee will review all proposals,
which must follow the form linked to
these guidelines. Applications must
be received by 5:00 p.m. on December 1 of the current year. Recipients
will be notified by January 1 of the
following year.

Fry's Ruts wayside
exhibit enhances
understanding of the
ruts clearly visible
beyond the sign.

The Scholarly Research Grants are
available for use for 8 months, ending on August 31. All funds must
be expended in that time frame.
Recipients may receive only two
consecutive awards. Grantees must
file a final report on the results of
their research by October 15 with the
Santa Fe Trail Association Scholarly
Research Committee. See complete
information and the application form
at www.santafetrail.org. 
New signs mark the Little Arkansas Crossing and Stone Corral site.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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Comanche Empire, continued from page 2
Pike submitted his handwritten journals for publication
(printed in 1810), the typesetter misread Iatans as Tataus,
creating confusion.

When the Santa Fe Trail opened in the 1820s, the Comanche saw opportunities to trade and raid for supplies
and horses. Most of their contacts were peaceful during the
early years of the new commerce but became more violent
in the 1830s.

The movement of U. S. citizens into Texas during the 1820s
and 1830s and Texas independence in 1836 caused more
serious trouble as they settled lands claimed by the Comanche. The Comanche did not recognize Texans as citizens
of the U.S. after Texas became a state in 1846. They later
argued that peace treaties with the U.S. did not include
Texans.

raid wagon trains traveling west on the trail. By the 1840s
some bands of the Comanche had developed an annual
enterprise: steal horses in Mexico, trade those horses to the
Osage residing in present southeastern Kansas and northeastern Oklahoma, after which they followed the Santa Fe
Trail from near present Council Grove, Kansas, into northeast New Mexico, raiding trade caravans along the way.
Because of their increased attacks in 1846-1847, a special
battalion of volunteers was raised in Missouri in 1847,
commanded by Lieutenant Colonel William Gilpin. These
troops, five companies with about 435 soldiers, with headquarters at Fort Mann on the west edge of present Dodge
City, defeated Comanche raiders in 1848 and drove them
away from the trail, making 1848 one of the most peaceful
years for Euro-American travelers.

The Comanche had been in conflict with other tribes of the
southern plains for over a century, but they made alliances
and established peaceful trade with most tribes during the
period from 1820s to 1840s.

The Comanche signed a peace agreement with the U.S. at
Fort Atkinson, successor to Fort Mann located just west of
present Dodge City, in 1853. They returned to raiding on
the trail a few years later, and raids continued during and
after the Civil War.

Comanche connections with the Santa Fe Trail include the
killing of Jedediah Smith on the Cimarron River in 1831
and extensive raiding of supply trains during the U.S.Mexican War, 1846-1848. Some Comanche leaders signed
a peace treaty with the U.S. in 1835, promising peace with
other tribes and agreeing not to molest travelers on the
Santa Fe Trail. Within a year they decided it was a mistake
and abandoned the agreement.

A suggestion for further reading about the Comanche is
Comanche Empire by Pekka Hämäläinen, (New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2009). 

The cholera epidemic of 1849 decimated all plains tribes,
and 40 percent of the Comanche population reportedly
died from the disease by 1851.

The Comanche, along with several other tribes on the
southern plains, were assigned a reservation in present
Oklahoma by the Treaty of Medicine Lodge in 1867, but
some bands of the tribe refused to go and others continued
to raid off the reservation until the early 1870s. They were
finally defeated during the Red River War, 1874-1875,
known to the tribes of the southern plains as the War to
Save the Buffalo.

In 1846, when war began between Mexico and the U.S.,
government officials in New Mexico offered to pay the
Comanche with horses and other supplies if they would

Actions of the SFTA Board of Directors

Seeking Articles for 2021
Special Issue of Kansas History

September 2019

The editors of Kansas History, the quarterly journal of the
Kansas Historical Foundation and Department of History
at Kansas State University, plan a special issue about the
Santa Fe Trail to commemorate the bicentennial in 2021.
Leo Oliva is working with this project and requests anyone with an idea for an article in the issue to contact him
at oliva@ruraltel.net or PO Box 1, Woodston KS 67675.
He is writing an introduction for the issue and preparing
an article about trail history. Editors James Sherow and
Virgil Dean will make final selections and oversee the
publication. The deadline for submission of articles is July
15, 2020.
Published
by UNM2019
Digital Repository, 2020
November

The Santa Fe Trail Association Board of Directors adopted the following two items:
►Archival Policy for Chapter Records

Because of limited space at the Association Office, only
materials that have been digitized will be accepted.
Each flash drive must be identified by chapter name and
numbered. Each must be accompanied by a hard copy
inventory.
►Removal of Restriction of Individuals or Families

from the Membership Category of Lifetime 
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Santa Fe Trail Association
Presents Awards
Carolyn Kern received the Paul Bentrup Ambassador
Award for her support and promotion of the Santa Fe Trail
Association, her knowledge of Trail history, and especially
her preservation of Ralph’s Ruts and Kern’s Ruts, and her
willingness to relate to the public the story of the Plum
Buttes Massacre and the history of her family farm.

The Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial Stagecoach Award
is presented for extraordinary achievement and lifetime
contributions to the SFT, including lifetime achievement
in research and writing about the history of the SFT. This
year the award was presented to Doyle Daves of Las Vegas,
New Mexico. Doyle has done extensive research and writing
about Anglo traders who married Hispanic women, Hispanic traders, and how the trail affected some New Mexican
families (including sending their children to school in St
Louis or other places in the U.S.). Some of his research is
also published in booklets. His work is a fine collection of
research and publication about a trail topic that had not
received much attention until he began working on it a
number of years ago. His articles appear regularly in Wagon
Tracks.
The David Clapsaddle Memorial Chapter Award was presented to the Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron Chapter
for the 14 historic markers they have put up in their area
over the last few years. They have raised the funds, secured
some grants, done careful research, and held dedication ceremonies for all of these signs.
Awards of Merit were presented to Christine Day, Marcia
Fox, and Janet Armstead for their work to create the four
Junior
Wagon
Master
program
booklets
for SFTA.
This education program will
introduce
hundreds
of students
(and their
families) to the historic Santa Fe Trail. These three have also
been involved over the years with the biennial student bus
trip on the Santa Fe Trail for 5th and 6th graders. 
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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Photo: Ruth Friesen

The Marc Simmons Writing Award for the best Wagon
Tracks article over the past year was awarded to Christopher
Alan Gordon for his article, “St. Louis, the Santa Fe Trade,
and the Great Flood of 1844,” Wagon Tracks, Volume 33, No.
3, May 2019.

Clifford Lee Kroh 1930 - 2019
SFTA 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee

Lee Kroh was born March 1, 1930, and was a life-long
resident of the Kansas City area in Johnson and Wyandotte
Counties, Kansas. Lee married his high school sweetheart
Dorothy Jean (Hart) Kroh. He served in the U.S. Army in
Austria and Italy. He worked for 38 years with Proctor and
Gamble at their Kansas City, Kansas, plant, missing only
one day of work during that time. For many years, Lee and
Dorothy lived essentially on the Fort Leavenworth Military
Road in Wyandotte County, Kansas.
Lee became very interested in that road's history and began researching maps and documents spanning the 1830s
to 1850s. In particular, he focused on the 1855 General
Land Office (GLO) surveys and maps in the Leavenworth,
Wyandotte, and Johnson County areas through which the
Military Road passed. Since it connected with the Santa Fe
Trail, particularly in Johnson County, Lee began to research
the Santa Fe Trail from Old Franklin, Missouri, to Santa
Fe, New Mexico. His collection includes hundreds of accurately researched maps of the Santa Fe Trail across its entire
length.
Dorothy Kroh is also interested in history and the trails and
wrote a book titled Morris 1821 – 1997, on a Kansas City
area community on the Fort Leavenworth Military Road.
In 1995, Lee and Dorothy founded The Kansas City Area
Historic Trails Association (KCAHTA), which has become
the Kansas City area’s distinctive historic trails organization.
One of the products of this organization was the publication of an incredibly accurate map of the historic trails in
Leavenworth, Wyandotte, and Johnson Counties, called the
"Historic Frontier Trails Map."
Lee was a Charter Member of SFTA. He has left an outstanding legacy concerning the history and mapping of the
Santa Fe Trail.
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Harry S Truman 1884 - 1972

Photo courtesy Mark Brooks

SFTA 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee

Harry Truman served as president of the National Old
Trails Road Association from 1926 until 1948. In 1926-27
he traveled the Santa Fe Trail many times, as he was tasked
with determining the official route of the Old Trails Road
coast to coast. His inclusion of the Santa Fe Trail within
that framework was based on his studies of westward expansion, on economic impact, and on viewing original ruts and
swales. Eventually the road ran coast to coast and was developed for automobile usage.

Roe Wayne Groom 1900 - 2001
SFTA 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee

Roe Wayne Groom was born in 1900 in Plainville, Kansas.
Roe grew up in Rooks County, where he developed a love
for the Santa Fe Trail. As he continued to read about the
famed trail, he discovered that there were visible ruts near
Dodge City, Kansas. He vowed that, when he could, he was
going to travel the trail and see exactly where it went.
In 1938, he moved his family to Council Grove, Kansas,
located in Morris County. He discovered that there were
roughly 25 miles of the trail in Morris County. Groom,
along with a local farmer, Ed Yeager, started walking along
the trail. On Sunday afternoon, Groom’s wife Alice would
take Roe and students to a spot on the Santa Fe Trail and
then pick them up ten to fifteen miles down the trail. The
following Sunday, Alice would take them back to where she
had picked them up the previous Sunday and they would
start down the trail again.

Harry Truman also traveled this route several times to determine where the 12 DAR Madonna of the Trail Statues
were to be placed. Harry was a lifelong enthusiast of historic
routes and of American history. In his speeches, he often
reminded listeners that the story of the trails is the story of
our nation.
His inclusion of the Santa Fe Trail in most of the National
Old Trails Road route promoted its development as a continued route of transport and contributed to the development of towns along the route. References come from letters
Harry Truman wrote home to his wife, letters to Frank A.
Davis who was Secretary of the National Old Trails Road
Association, official White House papers, newspaper articles
available at the Harry S Truman Library Institute, DAR
archives, and from film footage and copies of his speeches.
Harry Truman's love of history provided a foundation for
Marc Simmons' statement—The Santa Fe Trail lives on!

Roe knew the locations of visible ruts and enjoyed teaching
and showing students the trail. It is believed that he walked
all of the route in Kansas and some in other states. Groom
participated in several years of the Santa Fe Trail Walk and
Trail Ride for Arthritis. During the 1976 Bicentennial,
Groom participated in a wagon train. He was the oldest
person on the train. In 1987, he received an Award of Merit
from the Santa Fe Trail Association. He took up painting
and had great interest in painting scenes from the Santa
Fe Trail. The Kaw Mission State Historic Site in Council
Grove has on display his painting of a Santa Fe Trail river
crossing in their collection.
He married Alice Ruth Meade in 1924. He was the father of
Dorothy, Weston, Lois, and Kenneth. After Alice Ruth died,
he married his brother's widow, Althea Groom. Groom's
passion for the Santa Fe Trail is mentioned in numerous
newspaper articles and in several issues of Wagon Tracks. Roe
lived a long life, sharing his love and knowledge of the Santa
Fe Trail until his death in 2001.
Published
by UNM2019
Digital Repository, 2020
November

Truman with Missouri mules. Photo: Truman Library and Institute
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photo courtesy Eugenie Webb Maine

no photo available

Lewis Jones 1799 - 1876

SFTA 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee

James Josiah Webb 1818 - 1861
SFTA 2019 Hall of Fame Inductee

James Josiah Webb was one of the most prominent traders
on the Santa Fe Trail from the 1840s into the early 1860s.
He made 18 trips to Santa Fe as well as maintained a store
there. Partners in his endeavors included George P. Doan
and William S. Messervy, and then John M. Kingsbury from
1853 to 1861. Webb was born in Warren, Connecticut, in
1818 and died in Hamden, Connecticut, in 1889, having retired from trade in the Southwest in 1861.
He arrived in St. Louis in February 1843 and opened a dry
goods store with funds advanced by his father. The business
failed. He met some traders just returned from Santa Fe.
Intrigued, he contracted for $1200 in goods, and made his
way to Independence, Missouri. There, S. C. Owens, who
financed traders on credit, furnished him for his journey to
Santa Fe. Politics also attracted Webb. He served in the New
Mexico Territorial Legislature and Connecticut State Senate. By the 1850s he resided permanently in Connecticut,
managing his business affairs from there while his partner
John M. Kingsbury operated their store in Santa Fe. Webb
left a comprehensive archive of his years in the Santa Fe
trade, more extensive than that of any other trader.
His memoirs were published posthumously in 1931 as Adventures in the Santa Fe Trade, 1844-1847, and are a classic
of trail history. A subsequent edition was published in 1995
by the University of Nebraska Press. The Missouri Historical Society in St. Louis has 20 bound volumes of his letters, journals, and accounts as well as other material. Other
depositories of interest are the Hampden (Connecticut)
Historical Society Library and the DeGolyer Library at
Southern Methodist University. Also available is John M.
Kingsbury's voluminous correspondence with Webb, Trading in Santa Fe - 1853-1861 edited by Jane Lenz Elder and
David J. Weber.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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Lewis Jones was a founder of Independence, Missouri, at
the beginning of the Santa Fe Trail. He was a Justice of the
Jackson County Court, founder of the first Baptist Church,
an outfitter of wagon trains, and owner of a hotel.
Per information in the summary of the Lewis Jones House
National Historic Registry, in Independence, Missouri,
Jones was a Santa Fe trader, merchant, and financial backer
for other Santa Fe merchants and traders, and as such was
an unusually successful businessman. The first sale of lots
in Independence was conducted July 9, 10, and 11, 1827.
At that first sale, Lewis Jones purchased three lots, as did
Smallwood V. Noland and James Aull. Jones's name appears
on additions to the original plat of the Town of Independence, including an October 21, 1851, addition and a March
14, 1853, addition. Lewis Jones built the Nebraska House,
known for its ballroom and fine food, in 1849.
After the war, the outposts on the borders were to be supplied, and the government gave contracts to wagoners. Jones
then joined others in the wagon business. Lewis Jones is
listed among the prominent early settlers of Fort Osage
Township. Lewis and his wife Elizabeth were married on
January 16, 1820. In 1831, Jones was appointed a Justice of
the County Court. Jones was also Land Commissioner and
an Election Judge for Independence. During his tenure in
Independence, Jones was always active in the trading business related to the Santa Fe Trail.
The Joneses moved to Fremont, Colorado, where Lewis operated a ranch. Lewis died on April 19, 1876; Elizabeth died
at age 93 on October 10, 1881. Jones's broad Trail-related
activities are representative of the businessmen who settled
in Independence during its heyday as the eastern terminus
of the Trail, at a time when Independence ranked second
only to Santa Fe in terms of significance as a Santa Fe Trail
site.
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Margaret Poisal “Walking Woman” Fitzpatrick/Wilmott/McAdams
By Dr. Alice Anne Thompson
Margaret Poisal Fitzpatrick, a mixedheritage member of the Arapaho nation, was among the most influential
American Indian women associated
with the history of the Santa Fe Trail.
Margaret, like her better-known
husband, Thomas Fitzpatrick, was
committed to establishing peaceful
and mutually beneficial relationships
between the Arapaho people and
Euro-Americans traveling the Santa
Fe Trail. She was the only woman who
was an official witness, interpreter,
and consultant at many meetings and
treaty councils held along or in close
proximity to the Santa Fe Trail.
  
The Arapaho are an Algonquianspeaking people distantly related to
and closely allied with the Cheyenne.1
The territory of the Southern Arapaho
extended from Boulder Valley in the
foothills of the Rocky Mountains to
the Central and Southern Plains as far
south as the Arkansas River.2
Prior to moving from the Great Lakes
region onto the Great Plains during
the early 18th century, the Arapaho,
like the Cheyenne, had come in contact with French-Canadian fur traders
from whom they had acquired rifles
and other manufactured items in exchange for bison robes and other pelts.
By the 1820s and before the onslaught
of gold prospectors, buffalo hunters,
homesteaders, and railroad crews,
the Arapaho and the Cheyenne had
developed partnerships with EuroAmerican trappers and their trading
companies which brought them into
contact with the Santa Fe Trail.3
It was during this early period of
commercial and cultural exchanges
between American Indians and
Euro-American frontiersmen that a
French-Canadian trader and hunter,
John Poisal, came to live among the
Arapaho. He earned the trust and rePublished
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spect of the prominent Arapaho leader
Left Hand (Niwoo) who subsequently
agreed to arrange a marriage between
his niece Snake Woman and Poisal.4
In 1834 Snake Woman and John
Poisal became the parents of a daughter who they named Margaret (Walking Woman). She was one of the
couple’s five children and was among
a generation of children who were
to learn to live between two nations
and cultures. According to historians
LeRoy Hafen, Loretta Fowler, and
Virginia Trenholm, Margaret was sent
to a convent school in St. Louis, thus
becoming one of the first Arapaho
women to have a Euro-American
education.5 But it was her observation
of the interchanges and negotiations
between the Arapaho and their EuroAmerican trading partners and Indian
allies that most likely left the greatest
impressions on Margaret during her
formative years. These experiences
together with Arapaho societal traditions prepared her for the important
role she was to have in her adult life.
Margaret belonged to a tribal society
in which men and women were equal
partners in all aspects of life. Men
and women shared decision-making
regarding family affairs and tribal
and intertribal relations. Husbands
and wives were equal partners in determining and implementing tribal
policies and in sponsoring and leading
their most sacred ceremonies.6
In November 1849, when she was
fifteen, Margaret married Thomas
Fitzpatrick (age 51), a well-known
mountain man, scout, fur trader, and
Indian agent, called “Broken Hand”
or “White Hair” by the Arapaho and
other tribes.7 The couple had two
children, Andrew Jackson Fitzpatrick
(1850) and Virginia Tomasine Fitzpatrick (1854).8 The marriage also created a husband-wife team dedicated to
establishing peaceful relations between
Euro-Americans and the Arapaho
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people and their Cheyenne allies.
Margaret accompanied her husband to
the first Fort Laramie Treaty Council
in 1851 because bringing women and
children to intertribal councils was
considered by American Indians to be
a sign of trust and peaceful intentions,
and Thomas Fitzpatrick was one of
the principal organizers and leaders of
the great council.9 Ten thousand Indians, representing eight tribes, gathered
at this meeting in present-day Wyoming and agreed to stop intertribal
warfare and stop all depredations
against Euro-American travelers using the Oregon Trail and other roads
which ran directly through tribal
hunting and ceremonial territory. In
exchange, the participating tribes were
to receive annuities for 50 years.10
Margaret and her husband learned a
frustrating and disappointing lesson
about the United States government’s
treaty system. They discovered that the
United States Senate made unilateral
changes to the treaty that reduced the
amount and years of annuities that
had been guaranteed to the tribes.
Even more distressing was learning
that the 1851 Treaty of Fort Laramie
was never officially registered, published, or promulgated by the federal
government.11 In addition, both EuroAmericans and American Indians violated the treaty, thus making the work
at the Fort Laramie Treaty Council
almost worthless. The Fitzpatricks,
however, never abandoned their efforts
to create peaceful relations between
Euro-Americans and American Indians.
Margaret and Thomas Fitzpatrick
settled in Westport, Missouri, which
served as their primary residence and
as a base camp for their trips along the
Santa Fe Trail and to Indian villages
of the Great Plains. While Margaret
reared their firstborn, Thomas continued his duties as agent for the Southern Arapaho and Cheyenne nations.
11
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He also served as the principal organizer and government representative
at the Fort Atkinson Treaty Council
of 1853 on the Santa Fe Trail in present southwest Kansas. 12
Fitzpatrick worked with trader William Bent to negotiate peace agreements with the Comanche and Kiowa
who had refused to attend the treaty
council at Fort Laramie. Despite
frustrating delays in the delivery and
distribution of the first shipment of
“gifts” that had been promised to
these tribes two years earlier, Fitzpatrick was able to convince the leaders
of these Southern Plains tribes to
sign the treaty which had provisions
similar to those of the Fort Laramie
Treaty of 1851. The Comanche and
Kiowa tribes of the Southern Plains
thus agreed to allow Euro-Americans
to travel unmolested on the Santa Fe
Trail.13
In the fall of 1853 Fitzpatrick and
Margaret, who was expecting their
second child, accompanied a delegation of Southern Cheyenne and
Southern Arapaho tribal leaders to
Washington, D. C. Unfortunately,
while in the nation’s capital, Thomas
Fitzpatrick contracted pneumonia
and died in early February 1854, just
before the birth of his daughter, Virginia Tomasine.14 Margaret was left a
widow, and the Southern Arapaho and
Southern Cheyenne lost one of their
most trusted friends and advocates.
Margaret did not remain a widow for
long, in part because her first husband had left her a small inheritance
and parcels of real estate property. In
1856, while still living in Westport,
she married Lucious J. Wilmott and
continued to rear her two children.
According to the Federal Census of
1860, Lucious was listed as a gardener
and “head of household,” and Margaret’s children were incorrectly recorded
as his children.15 The marriage did not
last long. According to an interview
Margaret gave to a Chicago reporter
in 1867, the divorce was due, in part,
to Wilmott’s questionable financial
dealing which subsequently resulted in
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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Margaret losing much of the inheritance bequeathed to her by her late
husband, Thomas Fitzpatrick.16
In 1857 prospectors discovered gold
near present-day Denver, Colorado,
and, during the gold rush to the
Rocky Mountains that followed, the
region experienced a sudden influx of
Euro-American single men looking
to get rich quick. Mining camps filled
with hard-living and hard-drinking
gold seekers sprang up throughout
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.
Few of these prospectors saw a need
to form partnerships or respectful
relations with American Indians. The
Rocky Mountain Gold Rush of 1859
resulted in increased Plains Indian
resistance. 17
In the 1860s pioneer settlers, railroad
survey crews, Union troops, and buffalo hunters were also heading across
Kansas to Colorado Territory. These
newcomers added to the increasing
presence of Euro-American encroachments on the traditional hunting
and camping lands of the Southern
Cheyenne and Arapaho people who
launched guerilla-style resistance campaigns that were to last until 1875.18
Margaret soon found herself drawn
into the center of the great contest to
control the land and resources of Colorado, Kansas, and all the Southern
Plains. Her participation began just
after many of her relatives, including
her famous uncle Chief Niwoo or Left
Hand, had been massacred at Sand
Creek in southern Colorado Territory in November 1864.19 Helping
to resolve the complex issues in the
aftermath of the Sand Creek Massacre
was especially difficult and personally
challenging for Margaret, just as it was
for William Bent’s children, Robert,
Mary, George, Julia, and Julia’s husband, Edmund Guerrier.
Margaret was called upon several
times to continue the work of her late
husband and to attend treaty councils
and other meetings as an interpreter
for the Southern Arapaho. Margaret
was the only woman who acted as an
Wagon Tracks

official interpreter, consultant, and
witness at these historic meetings
held along or in close proximity to the
Santa Fe Trail.
Margaret agreed to attend the Little
Arkansas Treaty Council in midOctober 1865. In an attempt to carry
on the legacy of peacemaker practiced
by her parents and late husband, she
stood confidently among the group of
men while translating and explaining
the words of the U.S. representatives
to the assembled tribesmen. She explained that the U.S. representatives
expressed regret for the tragedy at
Sand Creek and offered to pay restitution to the survivors of the families of
the victims. Black Kettle, the highly
respected peace leader of the Southern
Cheyenne, acknowledged Margaret’s
presence when he said: “This lady’s
[Margaret] husband, when he was our
agent—brought us presents, he did
not take them into the forts and houses, but would drive his wagons into
our villages. . . . Everybody would help
themselves and feel glad. He has gone
ahead of us, and he told us that when
he was gone we would have trouble.”20
The results of the 1865 council were
the Little Arkansas Treaties, which
prevented a general uprising by the
Southern Plains Indians against the
people of Colorado, Kansas, and travelers of the Santa Fe and Smoky Hill
trails.21 Because some members of the
tribes refused to sign these treaties
which assigned the tribes reservations
in present Oklahoma, it was only a
temporary solution to the chronic issue related to the future of American
Indians and control of the land and
resources of the Southern Plains.
Despite Margaret’s best efforts, the
significance of the treaty articles established during the Little Arkansas
Council regarding buffalo hunting and
the government plans for their removal to “Indian Territory” south of the
Arkansas River, was not fully understood by many of the Indian attendees
or was not acceptable to those who
did. The delays in getting provisions
delivered to the tribes in restitution
November 2019
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for the depredations from the attack
at Sand Creek did little to discourage
the Southern Cheyenne and Southern Arapaho warrior factions from
launching retaliatory raids on any targets of opportunity that came across
their paths. Even so, the year 1866 was
among the most peaceful along the
Santa Fe Trail since 1848.22
For their services as go-betweens
and interpreters, Article Five of the
Little Arkansas Treaty compensated
the Bents, Guerriers, and Margaret,
plus all of their children with awards
of generous tracts of land in “Indian
territory.”23 These gifts of land were
later to become more a source of bad
feelings and tension rather than the
reward they were intended to be.
And instead of motivating the Bents,
Guerriers, and Margaret to be dependable participants at future treaty
councils, the “gift” only caused them
to suffer suspicion and even threats
from some of the warrior bands.
Nevertheless, the group of peacemakers remained steadfast in their commitment to protect both the rights
and welfare of their tribal nations
while securing safe passage for EuroAmericans traveling on the Santa Fe
and Smoky Hill trails. For example,
in early 1866 Special Agent Edward
Wynkoop invited another delegation
of Southern Arapaho and Cheyenne
to meet with him at Bluff Creek
south of the Arkansas River and approximately 65 miles southeast of Fort
Dodge, Kansas. His goal was to explain the delays in delivering the supplies promised to them at the Little
Arkansas Treaty council of 1865 and
to encourage the warriors who had not
attended or who had refused to sign
the 1865 treaty to reconsider and approve the agreements.24
Margaret was again asked to serve as
interpreter for the Arapaho delegation. But this time she was in fear
for her life and the life of Agent
Wynkoop. Margaret discovered that
Cheyenne warrior Porcupine Bear
was planning to kill Wynkoop and
the other officials at the council meetPublished
by UNM2019
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ing. Although in great distress and
personal danger, she managed to reach
Wynkoop’s camp and warn him of the
impending danger. Accordingly, Wynkoop was able to arrange the seating
of the representatives at the Bluff
Creek site so that Porcupine Bear was
at a safe distance from Wynkoop and
under constant surveillance by guards
posted nearby. The meeting proceeded
without incident, and the delegates for
the Southern Cheyenne and Arapaho,
including Porcupine Bear, agreed
to “put their marks on the paper.”25
Again, a major uprising by the Southern Cheyenne and Arapahos against
the Euro-Americans was avoided.
However, by the spring of 1867 there
were rumors that Southern Plains
Indians were planning an all-out war
against the citizens of Kansas and
travelers on the Santa Fe and Smoky
Hill trails. Those reports, legitimate
or trumped up by competing frontier
newspapers and railroad boosters, created an excuse for General Winfield
Scott Hancock’s military campaign
which aimed at driving Plains Indians out of Kansas once and for all.26
The alternative, according to some
nineteenth-century Americans, was
extermination—a term used by some
military and governmental officials
when referring to solutions to the socalled “Indian Question.”
In April 1867, Hancock, Civil War
hero of the Battle of Gettysburg,
who knew nothing about the culture
and war tactics of American Indians,
ordered the burning of the lodges of
a large village belonging to peaceful
Southern Cheyenne Dog Soldiers, a
few Southern Arapaho, and Oglala
Lakota Indians encamped on the
Pawnee Fork about 32 miles west of
Fort Larned in present Ness County,
Kansas.27 Hancock justified his actions
by claiming that the attack was a show
of force and a punitive measure for the
Indians’ refusal to obey his orders to
meet with him and his army of 1400
soldiers and for fleeing from their village when his troops approached. Later, Hancock claimed that the “Indians
must have been guilty of something,”
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otherwise they would have met with
him and his troops and not run away.28
Although the wary Indians were able
to escape with their lives and the
clothes on their backs, for many the
unprovoked destruction of their lodges
and supplies was another Sand Creek.
Hancock created a war, known as
Hancock’s War, where none had existed, and Plains tribes attacked travelers on the overland trails through the
spring and summer months.
Congress responded with another
Peace Commission to meet the
Southern Plains tribes at Medicine
Lodge Creek in south central Kansas
in October 1867.29 Margaret, who
was then known as Margaret Adams
(McAdams), the surname of her third
husband, was hired again to serve as
an interpreter for the Arapaho people.
She was paid five dollars a day for her
services, although she did not receive
the money until August 1868.30
The Medicine Lodge Treaty Council
met October 11-28, 1867. Within
the council circle Margaret was
seated in the front row and to the
right of Arapaho Chief Little Raven.
Throughout the meetings she was kept
busy translating the long speeches
made by the tribal leaders and the
responses of the officials of the Peace
Commission. Henry M. Stanley, special reporter for the New York Herald,
wrote that Margaret came to the
meetings wearing a crimson dress and
a black hat with a white ostrich plume.
He went on to write that she seemed
to be very well educated and an intelligent spokesperson.31
When all the speeches, ceremonies,
and gift exchanges were finished,
three treaties were signed, known as
the Medicine Lodge Peace Treaties.
The Southern Cheyenne and Arapaho
signed a joint treaty separate from
the ones signed by the Kiowa and
Comanche (joint treaty) and with
the Plains Apache. All the treaties
included similar provisions. The tribes
were to relocate immediately to reservations in “Indian Territory,” present13
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day Oklahoma, in return for supplies
and professional advisors to help
them transition from mounted hunters into independent family farmers.
The treaties stated that the tribes
could no longer hunt north of the
Arkansas River, and many of the Indians refused to sign because of that
restriction.32 However, Peace Commissioner John Henderson, senator
from Missouri, verbally promised the
tribes they could hunt bison north of
the Arkansas River as long as there
were bison to hunt.33 This was duplicity instead of diplomacy, and the
tribal leaders signed. Subsequently,
they were considered to be in violation of the treaties when they crossed
to the north side of the Arkansas
River in 1868, resulting in another
major Indian war that increased Indian raids on the Santa Fe Trail.34
Because Margaret was one of the
few people who could speak both
Arapaho and English, her services at
Medicine Lodge were invaluable.35
Nevertheless, she did not sign the
Medicine Lodge treaties because she
had been hired to serve only as an
interpreter, not as an official witness,
as she had been at the Little Arkansas Council two years earlier.
After 1871 the U.S. Senate abandoned the treaty system in dealing
with American Indians, but councils
were still held and new “agreements”
were created. Margaret continued to
provide help when needed. In 1873
she and Edmund Guerrier acted as
go-betweens and interpreters at a
meeting that was called to clarify the
reduction of the boundaries of the
recently established site of the Cheyenne and Arapaho reservation land
assigned to their tribes in “Indian
Territory.”36 By that time, however,
the Southern Cheyenne and Southern Arapaho leaders could do little
but listen to Guierrer’s and Margaret’s translations of the orders of the
government officials. The great bison
herds were fast disappearing, game
was scarce, and there were few supplies or ammunition to support both
the people and war parties.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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In 1874 Little Raven, the Southern
Arapaho peace chief, advised his
people to avoid the Red River Wars
during which a coalition of southern
Plains Indians were engaged in a
desperate battle to save their lifestyle
and independence.37 Little Raven directed his people, instead, to surrender to the Fort Sill agency.38 Despite
Little Raven’s advice, some Southern
Arapaho joined the Comanche,
Kiowa, and Southern Cheyenne
holdouts hiding in the canyons of the
Texas panhandle. Starvation and lack
of ammunition forced even these undaunted warriors to surrender in the
spring of 1875.39
Margaret’s final service to the Southern Arapaho occurred in 1883 when
she accompanied a delegation of
Southern Arapaho, whose members
included Chiefs Little Raven and
Powder Face, to Washington, D.C.,
to discuss the loss of tribal lands
to Euro-American cattle ranchers.
The trip included a tour of eastern
cities and visits to Gettysburg and
the Carlisle Indian School in Pennsylvania. Later, Chief Powder Face
complained that he was becoming
disgusted with Margaret because she,
like many members of peace delegations, had developed a drinking problem.40 After this visit to Washington,
D.C., in 1883, Margaret disappeared
from the historical record. This might
be due, in part, to her absence at official tribal councils.
The Southern Arapaho genealogists
have no information about Margaret, and the tribal census records of
the 1880s are incomplete and not
always accurate. Nor is she listed on
the “allotment” rolls of the 1890s.
Descendants of the Fitzpatrick and
Poisal families report that she lived
in “Indian territory” with her daughter, Jennie, and her mother, Snake
Woman, who died in 1890.41 Margaret’s death was not recorded and her
burial site remains unknown.
Margaret’s story should be remembered and honored. Her contributions as a peacemaker and ambasWagon Tracks

sador among nations extended and
broadened those of her better-known
husband, Thomas Fitzpatrick. Their
daughter, Virginia Tomasine “Jennie”
Fitzpatrick, who lived most of her
adult life in Canadian County, Oklahoma, devoted much of her life to
teaching the tribe’s children in Oklahoma public schools so that they
would not be taken from their families and sent away to “off reservation”
boarding schools. Virginia’s marriage
to Henry Meager created a line of
descendants of Thomas and Margaret
Fitzpatrick, many of whom still live
in Oklahoma, as well as members of
the Poisal [Pizzel] family, and who
are proud and active members of the
Southern Arapaho Tribe.
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Membership Report
by Marcia Fox
Membership Chairperson
Many Santa Fe Trail members
enjoyed the 2019 “St. Louis:
Gateway to Santa Fe” symposium
which was made possible by the
planning and organization of
Shirley Coupal (symposium coordinator) and assistants Jean Coupal-Smith, Pat Traffas, and LaDonna Hutton. On behalf of the
membership committee, I’d like
to thank you for such a delightful
and informative symposium. St.
Louis was truly the gateway to the
Trail.
The SFTA Board meeting took
place on Wednesday, September
25, before the Symposium kicked
off. This was the last meeting to
be conducted by President Larry
Justice, who is finishing his term
as President of the SFTA Board.
Seventeen board members and
19 other association members attended the meeting. One major
change to membership categories
was brought before the board at
this meeting. Membership Chair
Marcia Fox, with the support of
numerous board members and
chapter presidents, moved “to remove the restriction of ‘individuals
and/or families’ from the membership category of Lifetime.” The
motion passed with no objections.
This means that the association
can now welcome businesses and
institutions along with patrons,
individuals, and families as lifetime
members. To be a lifetime member, the applicant will submit dues
of $1,000 payable over 4 years.
The total membership in the Santa
Fe Trail Association at this time
is 540: 15 businesses, 149 families,
264 individuals, 43 institutions,
57 lifetime, 9 patron, and 3 youths
who value the history and preservation of the Trail.

Ballinger from the Douglas County
Chapter. We were glad to welcome
Linda at the Symposium.
Other members of the Association
who have joined in the 2019 year are:
Businesses: Southwest Discovered
(CO) and Chesrow Brown Realty
(OK).
Families: From Colorado—Terry/
Margo Bass, David/Carol Froese,
Jake/Carly and Abraham Koch; from
Kansas—Dr. Ben Black, John/Julie
Hower, Joseph/Mandy Kern, Gary/
Margaret Kraisinger, and Steve/
Karla Peter.
Individuals: From Colorado—Robert Harrison, Pamela Russell, and
Kirk Webster; from Kansas—Jeff
Davidson, Ken Embers, Kathleen
Foster, Jim Garten, Doc Hink, Dave
Kendall, Jeremy Lock, and John
Richards; from Missouri—Cindy
White Hunt, Judy Magee Kane, and
John Martin; from New Mexico—
James Abreu, Robert Findling, David Geyer, Sharon Hagenbuck, and
Roseann Lockhart Maul; from Oklahoma—Mike Sheriff; from states
other than specific Trail states: Tara
Keltner (AR), Linda Kao (PA), David Bowles, Dr. Paul Carlson, Frank
Gifford, and Susan Ward (TX).
Institutions: From Kansas—Cimarron City Library; from New Mexico—US. Fish and Wildlife Service;
and from Texas—World Strategy.
Patrons: Richard Parent and Joseph
Weinrich, Sr., from Kansas
Youth: Bella Deardorf from Missouri.
Please welcome these new members
to the Association, invite them to a
chapter meeting, volunteer to take
them on the Trail, and/or share information with them. 

Welcome

Our newest member is Linda
Wagon Tracks
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Kindergarten Children On The Santa Fe Trail
By Kate Wallington Rudulph Wilson
Annotated by Joy Poole
This Santa Fe Trail story was first published in The Journal of the New Mexico
Genealogist 48 (2) in June of 2009 as
submitted by William Nation and
Mary Lea Murdock Sample, descendants of Kate Rudulph.1 Annotated by
permission.
Seven-year-old Kate Rudulph2 travelled the Santa Fe Trail with family
members sometime around 1865 to
visit her uncle, Milnor Rudulph3 of
Mora County, New Mexico. [The families going west consisted of Zebulon
Rudulph, children Kate and her sister
Laura; Zebulon’s brother, Edward Wallington Rudulph and his family of five
children;4 Zebulon’s sister, Marianna
Augusta Rudulph Mix and her two
children, Henry and Tobias, plus other
relatives.]
Kate Wallington Rudulph Wilson was
born near Topeka, Kansas, on December 12, 1858.5 Her mother, Jeanette
Harris Rudulph, died of typhoid pneumonia when she was 4. Her father, Zebulon B. Rudulph, homesteaded their
Kansas farm. He died enroute to New
Mexico on the Santa Fe Trail. Kate was
left an orphan at age seven. She fails to
mention in her memoir that her father
Zebulon and her older sister Laura
both died at Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory, on their trip to New Mexico
Territory.

Kindergarten Children
on the Santa Fe Trail

By Kate Wallington Rudulph Wilson
To a child just big enough to start to
kindergarten, whose life on a farm near
the edge of Deer Creek woods had
been very quiet, when neighbors were
few and the nearest a mile away, a trip
to N.M. and back over the old Santa
Fe Trail, was an experience never to be
forgotten.
On a very warm Sept. day, a stout
Published
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wagon covered with clean new canvas
and preceded by a span of big mules,
the bay one named Dan, the black
one named Jack, was driven out of the
lower side of the field. Under the rear
end of the wagon trotted Lion, a common yellow dog with no special claims
on aristocratic “dogdom,” but capable
of shaking the life out of a snake or
routing a coyote, and always tagging
along at the heels of the child whose
pet he was, and to whose little secrets,
he was always an appreciative listener.
The older people probably looked longest at the little grave and the longer
one under the willow tree,6 but the
children look back at the swing under
the oak trees and see strange children
swinging there and other little hands
picking the acorn cups. But this did
not annoy them, so after they were out
of the field and the bars had been put
up, they never looked back. For were
they not going away out to Rincon del
tecalote [Rincon del Tecolote, now Rociada] N.M. to see Uncle M [Milnor
Rudulph] who had promised them a
pony, candy from his store, dolls and
anything else that the father of three
boys and no girls (but who thought a
little girl was the nicest thing on earth)
could think of to tempt them.
Somewhere near Pauline,7 they were
joined by another wagon very much
like the first with the exception that it
was drawn by oxen. Here the tent was
pitched and after the first supper was
cooked and eaten, and the tin cups, tin
plates, tin spoons and cooking utensils
were washed, the splint bottom chairs
were taken down from the back, out of
[the] wagon, and the whole party sat
out under the stars and talked of N.M.
While the men who had made the trip
once before, tried to answer juvenile
questions and to furnish a list of Spanish names corresponding with the U.S.
name of every common article which
if one child couldn’t think of, another
could.
Of these children, they were nine,
[ten], belonging to three different
Wagon Tracks

families and ranging in age from the
eldest a girl of 16 on down past the
curly headed 3 year old, the pride of
whose life was a velvet knickerbocker
suit with shiny buttons, to the baby
girl (whose clothes must still be long
enough to protect the little feet), all
related, each one being either sister,
brother or cousin to every other one,
all, excepting 2, country children, and
not disposed to criticize too freely this
good old world, but to get all the fun
out of it they could and rather a happygo-lucky crowd.
No one was sleepy that first night so
it was late by the time the women and
girls and “Little Curly Head” were
asleep in the tent and the men and
boys were rolled up in the blankets under the wagons. [Little Curly Head is
Henry P., born March 1860, the son of
Marianne Augusta Rudulph Mix and
Albert P. Mix.]
As the protection of the soldiers was
absolutely necessary, the time of starting had been planned so that they
might go with one of the Government
trains which made regular trips across
the plains. The soldiers were not often
with the trains, but were sometimes
preceding and sometimes following
them, never far off, as the Indians were
always watching for the unprotected
travelers and the sight of a white man’s
scalp was always an irresistible temptation to an Indian to break the tenth
commandment.8
Within 2-4 days, these two wagons
joined the wagon train with which
they were to travel and with which as a
driver was Marijildo, a peon and one of
Uncle’s most trusted men. At that time,
the Peon system (whether according to
law or custom, I do not know) made a
man to whom another was indebted,
his master, and if the Mexican liked
his master, he took good care never to
get out of debt and was as slavish as
were the slaves of the south. So, besides
driving one of the big wagons, which
contained $500 or $600 worth of ne17
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cessities, and even some of what were
considered luxuries of life, Marijildo
kept a sort of watch over the welfare of
these people, and particularly over this
tenderfoot crew of children whom he
knew were dear to his master’s heart,
seeing to it that they did not miss any
of the sights along the way.
Every night, all the wagons excepting
the 2 mentioned, for this little party
always camped by itself, but not far
from the big camp—were driven in
front of each other to form a circle and
after the oxen had eaten enough grass
to satisfy them, they were driven into
this “corral” for the night, for if the Indians had planned a surprise and night
attack, the first thing they would have
done would have been to try to stampede the oxen.
In the morning, the drivers on horseback lariated [sic] the oxen and
brought them to the edge of the corral,
where they were taken out and yoked,
and as many of them promptly turned
their yokes under their necks. Before
they were ready to start, the atmosphere usually took on a blue tinge and
one could almost smell brimstone, as
the yokes, wagons and everything else
inflammable were rapidly consigned to
the regions presided over by his Satanic
Majesty, by the irate teamsters. Of
course, the feminine contingent viewed
this yoking process from a distance, but
the choice collection of U.S., Mexican,
and all other kinds of “swear words”
could usually be heard as an accompaniment to the shouts of the men, the
neighing of the horses, the bellowing
of the snorting and plunging (mixed
up – straighten out)[sic] oxen as they
resisted the pull of the inexorable lariat
and the rattle of their long horns in
the crowded enclosure. The horses and
mules were picketed during the night,
the mules often had their forefeet
hobbled (no one ever seemed to think
of hobbling their hind feet).
At Diamond Springs,9 we were told to
“take a good drink and remember how
it tasted for there would be many times
along the road when we could not get
good water.” And, there was! Often
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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when the weary and hungry men and
wearier and hungrier animals would
have liked to camp, they were obliged
to go on- as they must reach water
before camping, and after the precious
liquid was reached, the herd of cattle
which I had forgotten to mention,
and which were driven only a part of
the way and disposed of, must be kept
back until enough was secured for the
”humans” and it must sometimes be
dipped from a shallow pool swarmed
over by mosquitos, buffalo gnats, and
water bugs, and edged, perhaps with
cattle tracks and green slime. At such
times, very little water was needed to
quench one’s thirst until after it was
strained, boiled and made into coffee,
and everyone from the oldest to the
youngest drank coffee even after the
herd of cattle had vanished and it must
be taken without milk, for the water
being easier to swallow that way, the
coffee was supposed to help to keep
off the chills which were apt to creep
up the backs of those who slept in the
night air all the time, drank impure
water, were restricted to the diet of
the plains and as science has since discovered, had malaria drilled into their
systems at night, and sometimes by day
as well as accompanied by the musical hum of the mosquito. Diamond
Springs where the water, cold and clear
as crystal, formed diamond shapes
as it poured out over the gravelling
bed, would return to taunt the mind
with the difference between “then”
and “now”. For those who crossed the
Plains in early days, it would seem as
though a prohibitory law would be superfluous, as they would surely forever
after thank Mother Nature for a drink
of good water. But, if Mother Nature
was sometimes stingy of the drinking
water for her children, she was sometimes very generous in the matter of
arranging a shower bath for them.
After travelling about 2 weeks, a hard
wind and rain storm came up in the
night, and after the tent was so thoroughly soaked and water was running
off it in little rivers, a sudden twist of
wind brought it down, and then, the
tots in their nighties must be fished out
from under the dripping tent, wrapped
Wagon Tracks

in blankets and carried in strong arms
to be placed under the wagon cover,
out of the storm. Those Mexican blankets were fine for keeping out the cold
and wet, but had a scratchy, squirmy
feeling, as though woven of a million
caterpillars. A truly easy and pleasant
task, this getting people out from a
wet and fallen tent with the wind tugging and twisting, and the rain beating
down, but these men who had learned
some things in an Eastern College, and
others, among Western dangers, had
learned also to take life as they found
it and had not only expected to face
dangers, but to meet discomforts as
well. And, after all, it was the man who
is not easily ‘upset’ by ‘little’ things,
who is the real hero to most of us. As
the tent had proven to be less reliable
in a storm than the wagons, it was
never used again, and it was decided
the wagons, although less commodious, would from henceforth be used as
combination bedrooms and boudoirs.
If the weather was very hot, the camp
was sometimes astir before daylight. At
such times the children slept as long
as they wanted to, while the “grownups” made, and drank, some coffee and
then the train moved on until about 9
or 10 o’clock, when a stop was made,
breakfast cooked, after which everybody rested until about 3 o’clock, when
dinner was eaten before starting again
and to make up for the resting time,
they sometimes travelled by moonlight. (This was done oftener on the
return trip as the weather was warmer
then.) These resting times meant a
change of diet from food that could
be cooked in a hurry in a frying pan,
with bread baked in a covered skillet
and turned over during the baking (the
bread turned and not the skillet) to
food that required longer cooking and
when a military fort was reached and
milk could be had for the coffee and
there was a chance of obtaining that
rare luxury, butter, oh, what a feast they
had. Game and sometimes fresh fish
were usually to be had, but when these
failed, the smoked and salted meat of
the Chester White10 was always with
them. Sometimes fire wood was plenty,
at other times “buffalo chips” were the
November 2019
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only fuel to be had, but these having
been fanned by the zephyrs and baked
by the sun, were as good a substitute
for fuel as were the sunflower stalks
and corn to the settler of later days.
An ordinary day’s travel was from 10
-20 miles and although travelling in
this slow way was often monotonous,
still there was much that was of interest along the way. When the route lay
along a well-watered region, there were
wild flowers of almost every hue of the
rainbow the most gorgeous of these
being the bright red and yellow blossoms of the prickly pear (a member of
the cactus family) and although the
fruit did not equal peaches or strawberries, it tasted very good to people
who were out of range of fruit trees
and most of the time, even of that great
forerunner of civilization, the dugout.
Then, too, there were small animals of
various kinds caught by the plainsmen
and given to the children, for these
rough men, always of necessity, belted
with knives, pistols and ammunition
who could cut the blood from an ox or
a mule with every stroke of their longlashed whips, could be and were, when
off duty, very kind and thoughtful of
the people in the smaller camp and
never failed to bring to them anything
that would interest or amuse the children.
As a consequence, they were usually trying to tame either some bird,
chipmunk, quail, prairie chicken, jack
rabbit, prairie dog, horned toad, lizard,
or some other small animal, which,
luckily for it, usually escaped about the
time they thought it was tamed. Of all
these, the prairie dog was the hardest
to catch as on account of its lightning
like movements, it must be “drowned
out.” This was never done unless water
was plenty and easy to get, for it would
take, sometimes, from 50-200 or 300
buckets of water poured down in his
underground home to make these little
fellow come to the top, where when
he came up, gasping for breath, he was
grabbed by the nape of the neck, a
stout string was tied around his neck
and he was lariated [sic] to a stake
before he could get his breath again,
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after being almost suffocated by the
water. His spirit seemed broken and
he was not hard to tame. But, he must
always be handled with care, as it was
claimed by some of the “Old Timers”
that they would as soon be bitten by a
snake as by a prairie dog.
During the whole length of the trip
out there and back, only one prairie
dog was caught without the usual
“drowning out” process and this being
so unusual, it [was] presented to the
eldest girl, by the Mexican who caught
it under his hat, and would you like
to hear a little story about this prairie
dog? A soldier who had been sent to
the camp two or three times came to
the other camp, as they nearly always
did, to talk to the “grownups.” This was
not unusual, as it occurred frequently,
but this Lieut. was young so it happened that he got to talking to this girl
who had a small sister who had played
with her brothers so much, she was as
much of a torment as a boy, so she began to guy [ridicule] the young people
—her father talking and her mother
busy with the baby did not notice her,
so after the girl had said all she could
without being actually cross or calling on her parents, the young man
decided to try his plan. Showing the
child a little gold acorn he wore on his
watch chain, he told her, if she would
be good and run away to play while
they talked, he would give it to her and
if she did not, he would give it to her
little cousin who was bashful enough
to keep a respectful distance between
herself and strangers, but the child was
not to be bought with gold, so true
to his word before he left, the young
Lieut. walked over to where the little
cousin sat and surprised her by giving
her the little acorn, which she admired
very much and which she carefully put
away in a small box with the remains
of her charm string, a doll head and
some other treasures, when a few days
later, the before mentioned prairie
dog made his appearance in camp, he
was of such light buff color and such a
beauty, his owner thought he ought to
be decorated, so she unearthed a scrap
of blue ribbon and asked for the acorn
to tie on his neck, and the same confiWagon Tracks

dence in humanity which had kept the
young cousin trudging over the plowed
ground at home, trying to sprinkle salt
on a bird’s tail, hoping to catch it, now
caused her to hand over her treasure
and the ribbon, having been reinforced
by small wire, was fastened around his
neck. It was a difficult matter to fix it
around the neck of the fighting, biting
little fellow but it was finally accomplished, and after he was returned to
his tin lined cage. But, he was so proud
of his decoration that he wanted to
show it off to his friends, so at the first
opportunity he made his escape and
the little cousin crept into the wagon
so no one would know of the tears
she shed for her lost treasure, the little
acorn.
But, the prairie dog did not know that
his cage had been travelling all this
time and did not realize how far from
home he was and like the lost human creatures, he travelled in circles,
always coming back to the same place.
These circles were at first large, but
as he grew more and more tired, they
became smaller and smaller and all this
time, the little gold acorn was rubbing
against his rough hair and the buffalo
grass, and was slowly wearing away, so
when at last heartsick and worn out, he
laid down to die, there was a very little
left of the little gold acorn. But, because he had covered so much ground
in his travels and the little acorn had
worn away so slowly, was why the gold
was afterward found in such small
quantities in the Trego Shale.11
Anything in the way of amusement
was not allowed to pass by, so one day,
after a hard rain storm and the ground
was strewn with hundreds of dead
lizards, 2 or 3 inches long, a lizard funeral was suggested, so one of the little
animals was put in a cigar box, a grave
was dug and everything was ready for
the funeral. There was not a very clear
idea of the services in the minds of the
youngsters, but they knew that there
should be music, so after the suggestion and rejections, each in turn, The
Star Spangled Banner, Lorena,12 Oh,
Yes I am a Southern Girl,13 Sweet Bell
Mahone,14 and Dixie, one of the young19
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sters settled the question by starting
Yankee Doodle, one verse of which was
sung, when the funeral was given up to
watch a teamster who had a pea green
lizard about 6 in. in length on the end
of a stick with which he was chasing a
Mexican, the latter believing in the superstition that this species of lizard had
the supernatural power of entering the
human interior anatomy, through solid
walls of flesh in a ghostly way, dodged
and ran as long as the man enjoyed
seeing him to do so.
Whenever the trail wound close to
the Arkansas River, the older ones
who could swim enjoyed swimming,
and after the wading had been tried
by the older boys, the little ones rolled
up their pants and waded in too. The
writer distinctly remembers when the
elder girl wanted to take her in swimming with her and jumped from a
bank about 8 ft. from the water into a
deep hole and as the law of gravitation
in the Ark. River is not different from
the same law elsewhere, of course they
went to the bottom, and the one who
couldn’t swim came up spluttering and
protesting and was deposited on the
bank while the other one enjoyed her
swim.
One of the known dangers was the
trail crossing over the quicksand in
the river. This was especially dangerous if there had been much rain and
river was high. The wagons must be
taken over quickly, for to halt a moment would mean to begin to sink, and
to sink would mean that the wagon
and its contents would soon be completely buried in the quicksand. So, to
avoid this, 25 or 30 (and sometimes
more) yoke of oxen were hitched to
one wagon—these were started on the
run down the hill, the drivers shouting
and whipping them to keep the wagon
moving fast so there would be no
chance for it to begin to sink. Only one
wagon was taken across at a time and
all watched it until it was safe on the
other side and the oxen came back for
the next one. Only the strongest and
best oxen were used for this work, as it
would have caused trouble for an ox to
get down. One wagon crossed ahead
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
20

of us, and then it was our turn. A log,
probably cut down [by] the beavers,
was lying directly across the road on
the bank, but to have removed it would
have left a hollow, which if filled with
fresh earth would have made a sink
place, that was probably why it was not
disturbed.
As I watched the wagon running
rapidly down the hill, it creaked and
bounded over the log, the bows swayed
back and forth, the cover wrinkled and
the lock chains rattled, but nothing
happened to it and next it was our turn
to cross. After the wagons were in the
stream, they did not move quite so fast
until the oxen began to struggle up the
bank on the opposite side of the river,
when under more shouting and whipping with the yokes, tongues and gearing straining and creaking, the chains
were jerked tight with the uphill pull
and the wagon and its freight, human
or salable, was soon safe on the bank.
At the edge of Jurango [sic - Jornado],15 a halt was called, so that the oxen
could have a good rest, a good feed,
and all the water they wanted to drink,
for anyone who crossed the plains
in those days and did not know how
nearly the safety of the travelers depended on the safety of these camels of
the then American Desert, would only
have had to be shown the immense
areas of ground covered with bleaching
bones, to realize its truth.
And those poor animals feverish and
thirsty had lain down to die often with
their flesh torn by coyotes and turkey
buzzards before the breath of life left
them. Before starting to cross the Jurango [ Jornado] which was about 40
miles wide, every casque [cask], keg,
jug or anything else which would hold
water must be filled to insure enough
water for the people, for it would take
2 days hard travel and the animals
must wait that length of time for their
next drink.
Somewhere, we passed through the
edge of a herd of buffalo. They were
feeding and resting. Some were lying
either in the road or close to it. They
did not seem to be very much afraid
Wagon Tracks

of us and would only move when too
close to the road, getting up slowly,
stretching, looking at us as though we
were curiosities, and then moving out
of the way. After we had gone on, the
men came back to kill some for fresh
meat. We often had fresh meat when
a deer or antelope or some of the wild
birds were killed, and sometimes there
was fresh fish caught in the Arkansas
River. There was often an opportunity
to buy jerked buffalo meat from the Indians. They had been cut in strips and
woven in basket fashion to form a mat
about a foot square, but it was not tasted by any of us as we knew it was not
clean. We passed the prairie dog meat
by, too, although the Mexicans ate it.
But, whenever we had fresh meat of
any kind, when night came, the short
“yap, yap” of the coyote and the long
mournful wail of his relation, the big
grey wolf made the little ones cuddle
up closer to each other and cover up
their heads, even if they had been told
that the camp fire and the watchmen
would keep the wolves away. The camp
fire was usually kept going, unless it
was suspected that Indians were in
the vicinity, and the camp was always
watched at night, the men taking their
turns and watching part of the night,
then calling the next watchmen.
When these people had gone over
the same ground in the fall, the sun
and hot winds had been withering
and browning the grass and ripening
the seeds of the autumnal flowers and
weeds, and clinging over all these, airy
and glistening in the sunlight floated
the spider webs, but later on, the prairie fires, racing leaping, roaring and like
greedy monsters, devouring everything
in the paths, had swept over the prairies leaving them bare and blackened.
But now, the places from which the
dead grass and weeds stalks had been
cleaned by the fire were covered with
the young grass dotted over the delicately tinted flowers of the Springtime
and these places made the best pastures
for the herds of buffalo which travelled
[sic] around, hunting the spots where
the grass was most tender, where water
was most convenient, and where was to
be found the best pasture which would
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be needed for the baby buffalo and their
mothers and when the buffalo soldiers
[I believe she means buffalo bulls]
would be marching round and round
and round the herd, protecting the
new babies and their mothers from the
wolves, and tramping out the circular
pathways and making what the pioneers
who did not know how or when they
were made, had called Fairy Rings.
One of those moving herds looking like
a brown patch on the green was noticed
by the farseeing eyes of a plainsman,
one day, and after having been viewed
through a field glass, proven to be an
immense herd of buffalo with thousands in it and coming directly toward
the train—you can imagine with what
anxiety it was watched, for it has been
said that where these large herds had
passed over a wagon train, that there
was nothing left to tell the story, but
for some reason while they were still
too far off to be seen without the aid of
the glass, the herd swerved to the west.
Perhaps, the big shaggy leader, ever
mindful of the weaker cows and calves
following, came to a hill or bit of rough
ground and turned westward for a
smoother path, but whatever the reason,
it was seen that the wagon train would
be past the place where the herd could
cross the trail before loping irresistible
mass of brutes would reach it, but the
word had gone all along the line, and
there was a noticeable hurrying and
whipping up of the oxen.
The nearer to home the children came,
the more planning there was as to what
they would do when they reached it
—and when one day, the wagon again
drove into the big gate, there was much
rejoicing and when a little later, a little
girl sat on the kitchen doorstep with her
arm around old Lion’s neck, she confided to him that she was glad to have
plenty of water to wash her face and
hands and could sleep between 2 clean
sheets and have butter on her bread, but
best of all, were the kisses and hug me
tight of dear Aunt M [Aunt M would
be Marla Candelaria Trujillo, wife of
Milnor Louis Rudulph].
At times, different members of the
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party had been ailing and it had been
necessary to halt at some place, usually
at a fort, (for these forts were the only
protected places and the only places
where medicine was obtainable—until
the invalid was able to go on)—but in a
particularly long stretch between settlements—Aunt M 16 [this would be Marianne Augusta Rudulph Mix, mother of
Tobias and Henry P.] the auntie who
had told us the stories and had been so
good at entertaining us, had not been
very well and said “how dreadful it
would be to die way out here as on the
prairie without a coffin to be buried in
and no minister.” She did not suppose
the little girl standing near was paying
any attention to the remark, but how
well she afterwards remembered it, for
by the time the next fort was reached,
it was seen that it would be necessary
to stop again—so a small vacant house
with a fireplace in it was secured and
it was decided Uncle M [Milnor] who
had come to meet the party would take
the little girl [Kate] and Little Curly
Head [Henry] back home with him.
And, now everything that kind care and
the Dr. could do was done, and in that
little room in the noisy frontier town,
this lady [Aunt M] who had spent her
girlhood in the old colonial mansion
not far from Baltimore, and was so
proud, for days fought the slow fever
with death ever hovering nearer until
one cold gloomy day, she gave up the
struggle. The beautiful brown eyes took
their last look at earthly things, and in
faraway Rincon del Tecolote, although
he would have been too young to realize
what it meant to him, if he could have
known it, Little Curly Head was motherless that night.

of the time for 2 or 3 days and nights,
the favorite one of all his nephews and
nieces either sat on her Uncle’s lap or
stood by his knee with his arm around
her to keep her from bumping against
the side of the vehicle. A kind man sitting directly across in the front of them
took the same care of L.C.H [Little
Curly Head] while the stage bumped
over the rough road or shrub. Sometime while they were in the stage Xmas
came, but the little ones did not expect
Kris Krinkle for as they were not in a
house they knew there was no chimney
for his sled to come down the marks of
which had always been seen at home in
the back of the fireplace with the break
in them where the sled had jumped over
the back log and had come down in the
ashes below. At last, the end of the stage
line was reached and they were met by
Uncle’s horses and carriage which he
had sent word ahead should meet him
and there was about 25 mi. more riding,
the end of the long journey was reached
and the children were welcomed by a
tall slender lady with very dark hair and
eyes who spoke Spanish in a soft voice
and her little boys. The pure Castilian
was no more intelligible to the children
than the Mexican lingo had been and
all they said must be translated by the
Uncle and the first homesick feeling the
little girl had ever known crept into her
heart, but she tried to push it back, and
respond to the event and play with the
children, watch the little pet dog, Chetah, being made to show off his cute
tricks for their benefits, and to smile
back at the nurse girl Euseta [ Josefa]
and the house maid Wauloupe [Guadalupe] who were trying to do all they
could for them.

The sun shone brighter than usual.
There was a deep snow on the ground
on the morning that the Uncle had
started with the two little ones and
soon after the stage left town, a saucy
coyote stood less than half a block away
watching it. The children had no idea
of the length of the journey, but sometimes they stopped for the horses to be
changed and to eat, and the landlady
would pet and make much of these
two little children, giving them extras
she thought they would like, but most

Although these people did everything
which could be done to keep the children from being homesick or lonesome,
still the fact remained that every word
either of them said must be translated
by the only one of the household who
could speak their mother tongue, and
the only time when the little girl ever
really forgot all about being homesick
was while she was listening to her Uncle singing Juanita,17 In the Gloaming,18
or some rollicking darky song learned
in the South Land, or heard the soft,
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soothing guitar music floating out from
some adobe hut, for these Mexicans
were music-loving people.
Sometimes they went in the carriage
to the dark-eyed Lady’s church, where
they admired the many candles and
what they thought was a beautiful
big doll, or went away off to her old
home where their feet sank into the
velvety carpets and where they tried
to sit on the slippery haircloth chairs,
the springs of which were too stiff
to be bent by their weight, and from
which on one side or the other, they
were always sliding until provided
with footstools to sit on – And here,
as elsewhere, there was nothing too
good for them, and no childish wish
was expressed that their elders did not
endeavor to gratify.
In the evening, they sat around the tiny
little fireplaces whitewashed, arched at
the top and just large enough to take
in a small armful of stove wood which
was placed in it, standing on end, and
when a match was touched to it, it
burned like kindling – giving out the
fragrant odor of burning pine.
The adobe house was built around
a square, as though the builder had
intended to fence in a lot, but had afterward changed his mind, and decided
to use the fence as the inside walls
of the house. On one side of this was
the P.O. and the only store of which
the little village could boast. On the
opposite side were the living rooms
of the family and of those who were
supposed to minister to their comfort
and somewhere in the succession of
rooms was the kitchen presided over by
Marijildo who had gone on when our
travelers [sic] had halted. The children
sometimes wandered into the Kitchen
for they liked to watch the preparation of chili coloran, [con carne] frijoles,
tortillas, and other eatables with queer
names which did not taste quite so
good to them as Shawnee Co. Food.
One day when the four children were
in the kitchen, a big Mexican made a
lunge at Marijildo with a carving knife
in his hand. The fearless one stepped in
front of him and he of the knife could
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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not understand the word, he could
understand the action and so either
because he had no grudge against the
child or because he dreaded the reckoning which he knew must come later,
the big knife was not used to carve
live gosling that day, but went back to
its every day work of carving mutton,
venison & beef, and the cook was still
able to preside over the pots and pans.
By and by the others came, then at
times, chaperoned by the older boys,
all the children were permitted to walk
through the little town where they
saw the mud ovens built outdoors and
looking like exaggerated bee hives and
once they tasted some biscuits baked
in one of them—the biscuits were light
and nice and did not look as though
the coals had been raked out & they
had been laid on the floor of the oven
without a pan under them.
Sometimes they watched the very poor
people grinding the meal to make
cakes for their supper. Only enough
corn was ground at a time for one
meal. This was done by rubbing the
corn between two stones – one shaped
like a slightly flattened rolling pin
without handles and with rounded
ends, the other a smooth slab one end
of which rested in the vessel containing the corn – the motions of grinding reminding one of the motions of
washing clothes. The last mentioned
work seemed to be a branch of manual
training of which very little was known
and less practiced among the very poor
– and the little children usually wearing only one garment fashioned much
like a gunny sack cut decollate at the
top, bottom and sides, made of coarse
unbleached muslin, sewed on the wearer and never removed until replaced
by a new one. Of course, our children
were not allowed to go in the houses of
these people and were cautioned about
getting too near these children who
were usually alive with undesirable life.
But, the members of the juvenile slumming party were pleased to see here
and there, one of these new sack like
garments as it proved that these little
ones knew what it was to have a clean
dress occasionally.
Wagon Tracks

At times the entire male population
of this little mud town settlement
swarmed out into the streets to play
or to watch other play “Shinny”19 and
no crowd on the hillside beyond the
Shunganunga20 watching a White Sox
game could be more enthusiastic than
were these swarthy men most of whom
were so lazy as to have lain dormant
during the heat of the day, but were
alert and active as cats when handling
the home made and seemingly overgrown Shinny sticks in the evening.
When gardening time came, each evening they could watch the water turned
from a little mountain stream into
the garden, where it ran in little rivers
between the beds of vegetables which
later would be a welcome addition to
the peppery menu invariably served up
by a Mexican cook.
On a warm sunshiny day in early
spring, probably just before Easter,
everyone who was able to be out of
the house was in the street to see the
“Penitentes Procession.” This was
headed by a large powerfully built man
bearing on his bare shoulders a very
heavy wooden cross which was longer than his own height so that while
walking he was obliged to stoop over
to keep the lower end from dragging
on the ground. Following him came a
procession of men dressed in loosely
fitting trousers of white cotton cloth
and wearing neither shoes, socks nor
shirts. These men marched by twos but
far enough apart to not interfere with
each other’s motions. Each man had
either a piece of coarse wet canvas and
some of these were said to have the
cactus briars in them or some other
kind of scourge with which he punished his own back striking first over
one shoulder then over the other. It
is to be hoped that his sins oozed out
with the dripping of the blood which
trickled down his back, for each man
was supposed to show his sincerity by
the severity of his punishment, and
he whose back showed no sanguinary
marks was not much of a hero among
his fellowmen, or among the feminine
friends who lined the street on both
sides and whose dark eyes noticed
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what by them was considered a lack
of zeal, but which was perhaps only
the possession of a more sensitive skin
which caused him to shrink from this
self-inflicted punishment. Whether
this procession came for or went to a
church I do not know. I only remember seeing it in the street and that it
was a sight which everyone thought
should not be missed.
When the boards which the children
had seen sliced off the pine logs by
the buzzing saw had been smoothed
down and laid in a floor in the new
store building, it was seen that it
would make such a good dancing
floor, before the counters were put in,
that permission for a Fandango was
requested and granted. How bright
the ladies dresses were and they did
not wear all the bright colors either,
for the Mexican man is as fond of
bright gay dress as were his Spanish
and Indian ancestors.
To the sweetest of all dance music,
the waltz played on a stringed instruments, this rainbow of colors and
combinations of colors whirled round
and round and round, without reversing in a way to make one dizzy just to
look at them.
The last remembered frolic was a trip
to the woods to gather Tohe’s [Tohays] small red berries about the size
of cranberries growing on trees or
bushes.
And now the children were delighted
with the news that the advantages of
New Mexico had been weighed in
the balance by their elders and found
wanting and that Kansas was “good
enough for anybody.” So, it was not
long until they were again following a wagon train, and this time, the
cloven hoofed tracks of the oxen were
pointing Topekaward [Kansas]. While
the trail was still in the mountains, it
passed through a deep cut where the
walls of solid rock rose on each side as
straight up as the walls of a room and
high above them only a rather narrow strip of blue sky was visible. The
wagon road below was comparatively
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level. This place was called “Devil’s
Gate,”21 but deserved a better name
for one could easily imagine that
Nature had hewn from solid rock a
pathway of the “God of Grant." Tradition says that the Devil came out
and cursed someone in this pass. As
his Demonical Highness frequently
passed through it, by proxy and as
many passed through here that certainly seemed to deserve all he had to
give perhaps Tradition was not so far
off after all.
At any rate, before many days had
gone by, they came to a spot where
evidence of the Satanic Spirit was
plainly visible and there was also evident confirmation of the report that a
train of Mexicans had been surprised
and butchered by the Indians, for the
hair, the blood and the trampled grass
told all too plainly of the desperate struggle the Mexicans had made
before their scalps dangled at belts
of the braves and were carried away
in triumph to be danced around that
night by those terrors of the plain.
Thus once again had the Spirit of
Cain hovered over the Western prairie
and once again was the earth cursed
with the blood of a murdered brother.
Walls of solid rock rise perpendicularly for many feet on each side of the
narrow pass. The Mexicans were very
superstitious about this place claiming that his Satanic Majestry [sic] had
come out and cursed a wagon train
which was passing through there.
The grandeur of the place is enough
to inspire awe in those who are not
superstitious.
About 20 miles is an average day’s
journey and the distance being 750
miles it would have taken about 6
wks. to make the trip if no stops had
been made, but although they had
started in Sept. on account of the
stops it was a few days after Christmas before the end of the journey was
reached and they were given a royal
welcome by the only American family
in Rincon.

Wagon Tracks

[Signed]
Kate Wallington Rudulph Wilson
Epilogue: Kate died November 12,
1915. Her obituary stated she was
a past matron of the Order of the
Eastern Star. She was a member of
Lincoln Circle, of the Cosmos Club,
and of the Toltec Rite. Her husband,
owner of a drug store at 414 East
Fourth in Topeka, Kansas, and three
children survive: Arthur J. Wilson,
Booneville, Missouri, and Florence R.
and Ruth J. Wilson, who are at home
in Topeka.22
Tobias Mix wrote an account of the
same journey. He stated that his
mother died in 1865 at Fort Lyon,
Colorado, and was buried there. Later
the government moved her remains
to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. “I was
taken to Rincon, New Mexico by my
mother’s brother, Milnor Rudulph,
and was there a year. Then I was taken
back to Topeka, Kansas, by my mother’s brother, Ned.”
In addition, Tobias Mix, many years
later, wrote a more extended version
of his Santa Fe Trail story, on the occasion of some legal matter in which
he was asked to give a deposition
regarding details of the whole expedition. Although couched in legalese, it
confirms all the details given by Kate
in her story.
In Re Claim Of Kate Rudolph Wilson.
Affidavit Of Tobias Rudolph Mix,
County Of Shawnee,) State Of Kansas )SS:)
Tobias Rudolph Mix being first duly
sworn, upon his oath deposes and
says: My name is Tobias Rudolph
Mix; I reside at 631 College Avenue,
Topeka, Shawnee County, Kansas;
that I have lived in Topeka and its
vicinity for the greater part of the
time since 1867; that I am a nephew
of Zebulon Brown Rudolph, deceased; that some about the month
of November or December 1865, said
Zebulon Brown Rudolph and his
daughters Kate Rudolph, now Kate
23
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Rudolph Wilson and Laura Rudolph,
now deceased, together with my mother, Marianna Rudolph Mix, who was a
sister of Zebulon Brown Rudolph, and
who was at that time a widow, and my
brother Harry P. Mix, now deceased,
and this affiant were on our way, traveling by wagon from Topeka, Kansas
to Rincon, New Mexico to join Milner Rudolph, now deceased, another
brother of Zebulon Brown Rudolph
[.....Illeg.....], who was at that time
living in Rincon and then engaged in
running a saw mill and grocery store;
that upon reaching Fort Lyon, Colorado, sometime during said months of
November or December 1865, and the
more definite date this affiant cannot
give, we were halted on our way by
the sickness of my mother, Marianna
Rudolph Mix23 and Laura Rudolph,
daughter of Zebulon Brown Rudolph,
that said Laura Rudolph died within a
month or six weeks after their arrival
at Fort Lyon and shortly thereafter my
mother died at said Fort Lyon from the
exposure of the trip, that the soldiers
at Fort Lyon had given us a barracks
house and which was occupied by us
during our entire stay at Fort Lyon;
that upon returning from the funeral
of the mother of this affiant, this affiant went out to see and be among
the soldiers who had shown a great
fondness for this affiant; that sometime
between sunset and darkness and as
this affiant believes, about 5 o’clock in
the afternoon, this affiant returned to
their rooms in said barracks; that upon
entering said rooms, this affiant found
said Zebulon Brown Rudolph lying
dead upon the floor, face upward with
this arms extended and this affiant
cannot give the day or date more definitely that that it was sometime during
the month of January 1866; that this
affiant at the time of the death of said
Zebulon Brown Rudolph was about
the age of eleven years and is now of
the age of 59 years; that the cause of
the death of said Zebulon Brown Rudolph was not known; that this affiant
knows that the said Zebulon Brown
Rudolph, deceased was not a soldier in
the Civil War, and further this affiant
saith not.

[SS} Tobias Rudulph Mix
Scribed and sworn to before me, this
22nd day of June 1914.
Margaret (McGurnaghan?)
Notary Public, Shawnee County, Kansas.
My Commission expires Dec. 23d.
191724
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Endnotes

1. Kate Rudulph, “Personal Papers,” in the
possession of her grandson, William Nation
of Houston, Texas, in 2009.
2. The family surname was Rudulph which
over time was also spelled Rudolph.

3. Milnor Rudulph (1826-1887) died
in Rociada where he lived in his later
years and taught in the village school. He
had been Speaker of the New Mexico
Territory Legislature to which he was
elected in 1870. He led the inquest into the
death of Billy the Kid in 1881.

4. Edward and Mary Rudulph had five
children: Eller J., 16 years old; Frank, 14
years old; Edward W., 11 years old; Tobias
S., 9 years old; and Mary, 6 years old; plus
Elizabeth Chadwick, who was also 14 years
old.

5. According to her account, Kate was born
in the Deer Creek neighborhood on the site
of the present Shawnee Dam in Kansas.

6. Kate does not give any dates in her story.
It was probably 1865, when Kate was seven.
Her mother died in March of 1862, and
Kate’s little brother born in March of 1862,
died in June of 1862. They are the “little
grave and the longer one” Kate mentioned in
her story.

7. Pauline, Kansas, is an unincorporated
community in Shawnee County,
Kansas, United States. Located south
of Topeka, it is occasionally seen as part of
the South City Industry Park for Topeka
with its many large businesses. The first post
office was established in 1872. “Pauline,
Kansas” Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Pauline,_Kansas (2018, November
16).
8. The tenth commandment is “Thou shall
not covet.” Retrieved from www.thoughtco.
com/tenth-commandment-thou-shalt-notcovet-250909 (2018, December 17).

9. George Sibley records his description.
“This Spring gushes out from the head of
a hollow in the prairie, and runs off boldly
among clean stones into Otter Creek, a short
distance. It is very large, perfectly accessible,
and furnishes the greatest abundance of
most excellent, clear, cold water, enough to

supply an army. There is a fountain inferior
to this in the Arabian Desert, known as ‘The
Diamond of the Desert’. This magnificent
Spring may, with at least equal propriety, be
called the Diamond of the Plain.” “Diamond
Springs Campsite” Retrieved from http://
www.santafetrailresearch.com/spacepix/
diamond-spring.html (2018, November 15).

10. The Chester White is a breed of domestic
pig which originated in Chester County,
Pennsylvania. It was formerly known
as the Chester County White. In the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, many
farmers in the United States preferred the
Chester White to other breeds because
of its docility and ability to gain weight
for market. “Explore PA History.com”
Retrieved from http://explorepahistory.com/
hmarker.php?markerId=1-A-1D9 on (2018,
November 15).
11. http://www.kgs.ku.edu/General/
Geology/Trego/04_geol.html

12. Lorena was a popular Civil War song. The
lyrics were written in 1856 by Rev. Henry D.
L. Webster after a broken engagement.
13. Lt. Harrington of Alabama wrote the
lyrics to the song The Homespun Dress
– it was sung to the tune of Bonny Blue
Flag. Luke Ward Connerly, Pike County,
Mississippi, 1798-1876: Pioneer Families
and Confederate Soldiers Reconstruction and
Redemption, (Nashville: Brandon Printing
Company, 1909.) 214-215.

14. The Irish song Bell Malone was
copyrighted and published in the United
States in 1867. Email from Mark Gardner
2/20/2019.

15. This jornado would have been on the
Cimarron Route of the Santa Fe Trail, a
waterless stretch between the Arkansas and
Cimarron Rivers.

16. Marianne Augusta “Polly” Rudulph
Mix born December 21, 1830, in Baltimore,
Maryland. She died January 27, 1866, at
Fort Lyon, Colorado Territory. She married
Albert P. Mix in Arkansas. They had three
children, but only two are known to have
gone across the Santa Fe Trail. Henry
P. [Little Curly Head] was born March
1860 and died in 1874 after being kicked
in the head by a horse. His older brother,
Tobias, was born in October, 1854, and died
November 16, 1942, at Denver, Colorado.

17.Caroline Norton’s song Juanita (1853),
designed for performance in Victorian
middle class parlors, tells a simple tale of
unrequited love for a young woman. Joanna
Swafford, Songs of the Victorians, Retrieved
from www.songsofthevictorians.com/norton/
analysis.html. (2018, November 5).
18. In the Gloaming is an 1877 English love
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song composed by Annie Fortescue Harrison
with lyrics taken from an 1874 poem
by Meta Orred. Retrieved from https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In_the_Gloaming_
(song). (2018, December 12).
19. Shinny - Ice, street, or field hockey
played informally with a ball, can, or similar
object. The Free Dictionary, Retrieved from
www.thefreedictionary.com/shinny. (2018,
November 5).

20. The Shunganunga Creek meanders
through the city of Topeka and eventually
meets up with the Kansas River. The name
Shunganunga comes from an Indian word
meaning “race course.” Indian Names
and Meanings, Retrieved from http://
kansaspublicradio.org/blog/kpr-staff/indiannames-and-meanings-may-22-2015 (2018,
November 5)

21. There is more than one location along
western trails named Devil’s Gate. There was
a Devil’s Gate on Uncle Dick Wooten’s toll
road on the Mountain Branch route of the
Santa Fe Trail. A.A. Hayes, New Colorado
and the Santa Fe Trail. (London: C. Kegan
Paul and Co.) 152.
22. Topeka Daily Capital (Topeka, KS),
November 13, 1915, p 2, c 5.

23. Tobias Mix, Kate’s cousin, indicated
that his mother died in 1865 at Fort Lyon,
Colorado and was buried there. Later the
government moved her remains to Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas. Tobias was taken to
Rincon, New Mexico, by his Uncle, Milnor
Rudolph, and was there a year. Then he was
taken back to Topeka, Kansas, by his Uncle
Edward “Ned” Rudulph.

Gateway Getaway Gratitude
by Rich Lawson
Fundraising Chair
A great big thank you
to all present at St.
Louis, the Gateway
City, who participated
in the “Getaway” by
buying the “Partner” T-shirt.
We now have 26 “Partners” of the
SFTA who contributed $100 each,
helping us secure nearly $2,000 for
our efforts to preserve, protect and
promote the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
You can still become a “Partner”
by sending a check for $100 to the
SFTA, plus your shirt size. Linda will
notify me to get a Getaway tee in the
mail for you.
During the awards banquet I was
pleased to present our Las Vegas
Challengers with their framed, signed
Gary Gore print of “The Gathering at Bent’s Old Fort.” A great big

thank you to these
members who
really helped us
get our fundraising efforts off the
ground. Present
to receive their
prints were Ruth
Friesen, along with LaDonna and
Charlie Hutton. I will connect with
Sandy Slusher and Meredith Hmura
to present their prints.
Partner levels will be rolled out soon
complete with proper titling. Our
Gateway Getaway introduced our introductory level to partnership. Consider becoming a “Partner”…it’s the
fundraising title for those who seek
to preserve, protect and promote the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
For those of you who must take an
RMD from your IRA/retirement plan,
consider making a qualified charitable
distribution to the SFTA.
Follow the Trail!

Thank You to Santa Fe Trail Volunteers

24. Registry of Deeds, Shawnee County, KS;
Deed Book 383:421. 

Joy L. Poole is Deputy State Librarian for
the New Mexico State Library, former
Director of the El Camino Real International Heritage Center, Museum of New
Mexico, and former museum administrator for the Colorado Historical Society. She
also was co-founder of the Santa Fe Trail
Association and author of Great Plains
Cattle Empire: The Thatcher Brothers,
1875-1945 (Texas Tech University Press,
2000) and Over the Santa Fe Trail to
Mexico: The Travel Diaries and Autobiography of Dr. Rowland Willard
(Arthur H. Clark Company, 2015).
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Receiving certificates of appreciation at the 2019 Symposium in St. Louis in September are l. to r., front: Jean Coupal-Smith, Shirley Coupal, and Mary Conrad
for their work in organizing the Symposium. Not pictured is Pat Traffas, who also
helped organize. Back row: LaDonna Hutton, Symposium registrar, and returning
SFTA board member; Larry Short, past VP and incoming President; Larry Justice,
past President; Karla French, past board member; Marcia Fox, past membership
chair and incoming Secretary; Linda Peters, past board member; and Chris Day,
past board member and incoming VP.
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Travelers along the Santa Fe Trail
By Dotti Russell
From Missouri to New Mexico, thousands, if not tens of
thousands, traveled the Santa Fe Trail from 1821 to 1880.
Today millions of travelers have made all or part of the
journey on horseback, in wagons, or in vehicles with horsepower. The commemoration of those travelers and their
impact will be held during the 2021 Bicentennial Symposium September 22-26, 2021, in La Junta and at Bent’s Old
Fort in Colorado.
Though the Santa Fe Trail began with the journey of William Becknell and his companions from Missouri, he undoubtedly followed various Indian trails, along with perhaps
those routes of earlier travelers to the West such as Zebulon
Pike. Travelers along the trail after Becknell included traders such as brothers William and Charles Bent, who established Fort William (now known as Bent’s Old Fort), and
Josiah Gregg, who wrote about commerce along the trail in
his book Commerce of the Prairies. Along with traders heading from the States to Mexico, there were Mexican traders
such as Antonio José Chávez traveling from Santa Fe to the
States; sadly he was murdered during a trading trip in 1842.
There were also those who came west unsure of what they
would do and left a name still remembered. One of the
most famous of those was Kit Carson. There were the
nameless bullwhackers, along with young adventurers such
as Lewis H. Garrard, who wrote the book Wah-to-Yah and
the Taos Trail. There are diarists, such as H. T. Powell, who
wrote about his time on the trail on his way to the gold
fields in Colorado, and the letter-writers such as Joseph
Pratt Allyn whose letters have been compiled into the book
West by Southwest. A few women made the trip, with perhaps the most well-known being Susan Shelby Magoffin.
She wrote about her travels in her diary, which became the
book Down the Trail and into Mexico: The Diary of Susan
Shelby Magoffin, 1846-1847. There were also slaves, including Charlotte and Dick who belonged to William Bent,
and Susan Magoffin’s attendant, Jane.
While there was occasional military presence along the
trail from the late 1820s, the most famous would be those
troops under General Stephen Watts Kearny who led the
U.S. Army of the West to Santa Fe in 1846. In the 1850s
came travelers heading to California and later to the Colorado mountains in search of gold. The trail was also used by
Cherokee Indians as they traveled to the gold fields along a
portion of the Santa Fe Trail.
With the advent of the railroad to the west beginning in
the late 1860s and into the 1870s, adventurers, troops, Indians, traders and trappers changed their mode of travel from
oxen-led wagons, horses and mules to the “iron horse.” Cithttps://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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ies grew and merchandise once traveling on wagons came
by train. The open country became farms, and pastures
were fenced. The trail days and way of life were ending
but they have not been forgotten as those interested in its
history who try to learn more about the trail and its travelers. Today much of the original trail can still be followed,
thanks to the efforts of the Daughters of the American
Revolution placing stone markers along the trail route in
the early 1900s.
In modern times there are those who have chosen to follow
the trail on foot to understand the experience of the early
travelers. One of those is Inez Ross, who used her experience on the trail when she wrote the mystery novel Perilous
Pursuit on the Santa Fe Trail. Another is Les Vilda who
walked the trail in 1984 with three friends and a donkey
named Joker, traveling the trail again in 1987 with a horse.
Many of today’s travelers may also stop along the trail to
discover the hidden geocaches and in doing so learn more
about those who traveled before them.
Perhaps the best part of today’s journey is that it can be
done in a matter of days instead of months. And stops can
be made at rest areas, coffee shops, and hotels that dot the
highways between Missouri and New Mexico. And instead
of fighting the elements along with the mosquitos and
other pests along the way, travelers can ride in the luxury of
an air-conditioned or heated vehicle.
We’ll learn about some of these early travelers as well as
those who are working today to save the spirit of the trail
for future generations as we celebrate “200 years of commerce and cultural connections” during the Santa Fe Trail’s
Bicentennial Symposium, September 22-26, 2021, in La
Junta, Colorado.
Dorothy “Dotti” Russell joined the Bent’s Fort Chapter (BFC)
in the spring of 2012 and the Santa Fe Trail Association
(SFTA) a year later. The Chapter and SFTA have allowed her
to combine her love of learning about history and exploring new
places. She has been doing the BFC publications since 2014.
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Comanche Jack Stilwell:
Army Scout and Plainsman

Books

by Clint E. Chambers and Paul H. Carlson

Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2019, paperback
$24.95. xiv + 280 pages, illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index.

Reviewed by Juti A. Winchester, Ph.D.
In Comanche Jack Stilwell, authors Clint E. Chambers and
Paul H. Carlson bring an often overlooked figure to our
attention. Meticulously researched, this detailed narrative
spans Stilwell’s life and career on the Plains and in the
Southwest. Using census data, military and business records,
and other archival sources, Chambers and Carlson show
that as an authentic, larger-than-life figure, Stilwell participated in or was present for many epochal events in Western
history. It’s a familiar story; like many other nineteenthcentury individuals, he held numerous jobs during his life
to support himself and his family. As a youth he ran away
from home and sought employment on the Santa Fe Trail.
The knowledge he gained of the landscape led him to be
hired as a civilian scout for the army, and before his death
in the early twentieth century Stilwell served as an officer of
the law, a ranch foreman, a judge, and a strawberry farmer.
He encountered many notable figures of the time as well,
including General Sheridan, Lt. Col. Custer, Wyatt Earp,
and William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody. This reader was close to
exhaustion merely following his trail in print.
Western historical characters often leave a light trail at best,
and only the most devoted researcher can tease out the data
with which to write a fully-informed and reliable biography. In this case, the authors have used their own detailoriented backgrounds to perform a heroic job of ferreting
out credible sources to illuminate Stilwell’s contributions.
A Professor Emeritus of History at Texas Tech University,
Carlson has written a number of books on Western history.
Chambers is a surgeon who retired from the U. S. Air Force
with the rank of Colonel to teach surgery at the Texas
Tech School of Medicine. Despite a few tiny gaffes (for
example, on pg. 196 they locate Toluca in Wyoming instead
of Montana) and some difficulties with Stilwell’s chronology during his youth, together Chambers and Carlson have
produced an interesting and revealing account of this fascinating man.
Clint Chambers is a former SFTA board member and a Life
Member of the Association. Juti A. Winchester, Ph.D., is an assistant professor in the Department of History, Fort Hays State
University, Kansas.
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A Grand Experiment:
The National Trails at 50
by Steve Elkinton

Charleston, S.C.: Palmetto Publishing Group, 2018, 260 pp.
$40.00.

Reviewed by Joanne VanCoevern
Amid the political turmoil of the 1960s that included the
Cuban Missile Crisis, the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights
Movement, and the quest for an Equal Rights Amendment
(for women) came a wave of environmental and conservation laws passed by Congress. A series of laws passed slightly
more than a decade ago included the Outdoor Recreation
Act (1958), the Wilderness Act (1964), the National Historic Preservation Act (1966), the Wild & Scenic Rivers
Act (1968), and the National Environmental Protection Act
(1969). The National Trails System Act was an important
part of this conservation and environmental movement that
began with the designation of two trails, the Appalachian
and Pacific Crest trails. Fifty years later, the National Trails
System is made up of 11 National Scenic Trails and 19 National Historic Trails, including the Santa Fe National Historic Trail, and consideration is underway for action toward
the designation of several more.
Bringing together all the information about that process,
Steve Elkinton has authored A Grand Experiment:The
National Trails System at
50. In his book, Steve has
shown how the concept of
a National Trails System
developed, how it became
a part of federal legislation,
and how it has grown and
evolved. As the former National Park Service (NPS)
Program Leader for the National Trails System for over
30 years, Steve Elkinton has
a unique perspective to bring
this information together,
as he has been intimately
involved with every layer
required to understand the National Trails System. Elkinton
was there to see, hear, and be a part of the various aspects
of the National Trails System that started as an experiment.
Even as political and public trends shifted, this experiment
resulted in a nationwide network of trails that has brought
together thousands of volunteers in a grassroots effort to
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provide the public with an opportunity for all to enjoy
recreational activities and a chance to learn about their national heritage.
Steve Elkinton has done a great service by gathering key
facts about the development of the National Trails System
and explaining the expansion, popularity, and importance of
that system. Along with these key facts, Elkinton has gathered great illustrations and wonderful photographs related
to the National Trails System. Everyone should take the
opportunity to read this book and learn about the National
Trails System, as well as the variety of citizen groups and
federal partners who have worked collaboratively to create
this very unique system of public trails. No other books can
provide such a close look at the National Trails System. This
is not a guidebook for trails—rather, this book lays out the
road map for how the trails developed over 50 years to create the National Trails System we know today.
Our story is just one of 30 that currently make up the National Trails System, and this book demonstrates how the
Santa Fe Trail Association and the Santa Fe National Historic Trail fit into a bigger picture, as well as the significant

role we play as a part of the National Trails System. I would
encourage all SFTA members, Santa Fe Trail enthusiasts,
or general trail users to take advantage of this book to learn
about the National Trail System and the important role the
trails play in our National Heritage. For anyone wanting to
learn about the history of the National Trails System, from
its creation to the 50th anniversary, this is the ultimate book
and is a must-read.
Joanne VanCoevern is the current manager of the Santa Fe
Trail Association. Her relationship with the Santa Fe Trail
Association began when she helped formed the Wet/Dry Routes
Chapter in 1988-89 and served as the chapter’s first president
beginning in 1990. Joanne served as a member of the Santa Fe
Trail Association board of directors, 1997-2005, as Vice-President, 2005-2006, as President, 2006-2010 and as manager
since 2010. During that time Joanne has been an active part of
the National Trails System, working with the Partnership of
the National Trails System, and with the federal partner of the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail, the National Park Service –
National Trails Intermountain Region, Santa Fe, New Mexico.

Chapter Reports
Chapters are listed in order from the beginning of
the Trail in Missouri westward.

TO CONTACT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS,
PLEASE EMAIL THEM AT info@santafetrail.org.
Missouri River Outfitters

Independence, MO
President Anne Mallinson

Main Street 1859 proved to be a great success with the public
during the four days of Santa-Cali-Gon Festival in downtown
Independence. Many attendees enjoyed the displays and living
history demonstrations provided in booths and on the street.
Music acts entertained the young and the young at heart while
Mayor McCoy and others strolled the length of the street
greeting attendees and remaining in character.
Anne Mallinson worked the trail booth, answering questions
about various trails organizations, the history of trails in the
area, and locations where ruts can be seen. Brochures, copies of
Wagon Tracks, maps, membership information for the many
trail organizations and museums in the area, and geo-cache
bookmarks proved popular. Main Street 1859 was a great way
to teach local history and the real purpose of a festival highlighting trail history.
A new geocache box has been placed at the Franklin site on
the north side of the Missouri River. Flooding has washed
away several boxes over the last few years. The Wayne City
Landing site overlooking the Missouri River in north Independence is in good condition. Members of the Independence
Pioneers Chapter of the DAR regularly check it for weeds,
trash, and overgrowth.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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The annual MRO holiday luncheon will be held jointly with
members of other Kansas City area trail organizations on
Saturday, December 7, at the Drumm Farm School in Independence. Contact Larry Short or Anne Mallinson for more
details.
At the September board meeting in St. Louis, Larry Short
offered a presentation of sites in the Independence and Kansas
City areas during the invitation to the board to consider
holding the 2023 Symposium in that area. The board voted to
approve. Incoming SFTA President Larry Short and MRO
President Anne Mallinson will chair.
Congratulations to Larry Short and to the other SFTA elected
board members and officers. Planning and implementing
activities over the next several years in commemoration of
the bicentennial of the trail (and of the state of Missouri) will
surely keep us busy.
Douglas County

Baldwin City, KS
President Roger Boyd
Our winter meeting will be Sunday, February 23, at the Baldwin City Golf Course Club House with a social period at 5:00
p.m., a covered dish dinner at 5:30, and program beginning at
6:15. Our program will be “Historical Performance of Lucy
Tayiah Eads ‘Chief Lucy of the Kaw Indians’” portrayed by her
granddaughter, Pauline Sharp. The public is invited.
For the 200th anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail we are working
closely with various organizations to develop improved access
to the Black Jack Ruts. The ruts are located on the Ivan L.
Boyd Memorial Prairie Preserve, which is owned by Douglas
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SFTA Annual Membership January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020
Name(s) _______________________________________________

□ Life $1000, payable over 4 years

Address _______________________________________________

□ Patron $100/year

City _______________________ State _______ Zip ___________

□ Family $65/year

Phone _______________ Email ____________________________ □ Individual $50/year
□ New member □ Renewing member 			
□ Youth (18 and under) $5/year
I am a member of the following chapter (s) _____________________ □ Non-profit Institution $65/year
________________________________________________________ □ Business $65/year
I’d like to make a donation to assist the SFTA with programs and events.
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Junior Wagon Master Fund.		
		
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Marker Fund.					
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
To pay by credit card, go to www.santafetrail.org, and click on “Join the Organization.”
The Santa Fe Trail Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, and all donations
beyond membership dues are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

TOTAL ENCLOSED ___________________
Make checks payable to Santa Fe Trail Association

Mail to Ruth Olson Peters, Treasurer, Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550

Renew by mailing using the above form or renew online at www.santafetrail.org
If you have renewed your membership, pass the form along to a friend or colleague.

Chapter Reports
County, one of the few public access sites along the Trail. The
trail will begin in a roadside park owned by Kansas Department of Transportation. The first portion will be 350 feet long
and comprised of compacted fine gravel. This portion will be
handicap-accessible and funded by the county. It will end at the
first of eight swales found on the property. Three interpretive
panels at the site are being designed by NPS and will be funded
by Freedoms Frontier.

The Quivira Chapter held a joint meeting with the McPherson County Historical Society at the McPherson Museum in
McPherson, Kansas, on October 5. Nearly 60 people attended.
Since a large number of the group were not from the SFTA,
President Linda Colle told about the purpose of the SFTA and
the Quivira Chapter, the activities the chapter is working with,
interpretative signs, and the 200th commemoration of the Santa
Fe Trail.

The rest of the swales will be accessed along a 1,500-ft-long
loop trail that will be compacted native soil. This portion of
the trail winds through native prairie with over 250 species of
grasses and wildflowers, so great efforts will be taken to minimize the impact to the site. The trail will be constructed by a
team of volunteers. Work will begin shortly after the prairie is
burned in spring 2020, with a formal dedication of the trail in
June 2021. If you would like to assist, contact Roger Boyd at
rboyd@bakeru.edu or 785-424-0595. After a long, wet summer,
we are appreciative of several volunteers who keep our various
historic sites mowed and clean throughout the year.

A special award presentation was made to Carolyn Kern, our
newest Santa Fe Trail Ambassador. Carolyn was unable to attend the Symposium, so the Paul Bentrup Ambassador Award
was presented at the chapter meeting. Carolyn received the
award for her support and promotion of the Santa Fe Trail Association, her knowledge of Trail history, especially her preservation of Ralph’s Ruts and Kern’s Ruts, and also her willingness to
relate the story to the public of the Plum Buttes Massacre and
the history of her family farm. Congratulations to Carolyn on
receiving this award.

Heart of the Flint Hills

Council Grove, KS
President Sharon Haun

Cottonwood Crossing

McPherson, KS
President Steve Schmidt
Quivira

McPherson, KS
President Linda Colle
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Phyllis Scherich presented her program “Memories of The
Santa Fe School.” The program included a history of the schools
that were on the same site, many memories of attending the
school, the teachers, events that occurred, even a tornado which
destroyed one of the buildings. Phyllis enlisted the help of the
audience with their memories, as there were four other individuals in the audience who had attended the school.
The Quivira Chapter is working with the McPherson, Rice
County, and Great Bend travel and tourism leaders to come up
with plans to commemorate the 200th anniversary of the opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 2021. The travel and tourism folks
in our counties have been great to work with and have provided

Wagon Tracks

29

29

Wagon Tracks, Vol. 34 [2020], Iss. 1, Art. 1
excellent guidance and information from their experience in
working on these types of projects. We have had several meetings, and have invited representatives from the communities in
our three counties to assist and be involved with the planning.
Everyone is really excited about the opportunities the 200th
anniversary presents. A lot of great ideas were shared at the
meeting and through emails afterward. Another meeting for
the 200th is planned for November 13.
Wet/Dry Routes

Great Bend, KS
President George Elmore
Hope everyone had a wonderful summer. With the summer
coming to a close it is time to get back on schedule, with several great programs coming up over the winter.
October meeting will be at the Santa Fe Trail Center at 1
p.m. Sunday, October 27. The meal will be catered by Sweets
'n Eats. Following our business meeting, the program will be
a tour of the new exhibits at the Trail Center. Alice will take
reservations for the meal.
January meeting like always is the most important meeting
of the year with election of officers. If at all possible plan on
attending. Planning is ongoing with details that need to be
confirmed. Mark your calendar to meet in Kinsley on January
26 at 1:00 p.m. Ellen Jones will present a program on women's
suffrage and how the movement has roots even back in the
days of the Santa Fe Trail.
One of our goals for the Santa Fe Trail 200th Commemoration is the sock project. The first order has been placed and we
should have socks for you to see at the October 27 meeting.
The Santa Fe Trail Center had a golden opportunity to save
and develop for visitors a fantastic set of trail ruts near “Ralphs
Ruts.” I have seen the ruts: they are very well preserved and the
site has a couple of excellent buffalo wallows. At the October
meeting we will discuss how to assist with developing the
interpretive sign and getting it installed this winter.
As always, the goal of the Wet/Dry Chapter is to study the
Santa Fe Trail and to help preserve the trail. I feel we need to
add to our goal. It should also be to help expand the education to others about the trail. The perception is often a mental
image of old TV show Wagon Train-type trail. Share your trail
knowledge, experience, and expertise with others and invite
them to attend the meetings.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron

Dodge City, KS
President Mike Strodtman

The chapter will meet on Sunday, November 3, at 1:00 at
the Occident at Boot Hill. We will have our traditional fried
chicken dinner furnished by the chapter and we ask for
members to bring their wonderful side dishes. Our speaker
will be Fort Larned Ranger Ellen Jones, who will speak about
the Hispanics on the Santa Fe Trail. Many Hispanics from the
New Mexico area were active traders on the Trail.
If you are on Cox Cable, an interesting program is “Around
Kansas” with Deb Goodrich, who is the publicity coordinator
for the Santa Fe Trail Association. Deb's program highlights
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol34/iss1/1
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interesting people and places around our state. The SFTA is
advertising on this program and gaining interest in the upcoming 200th anniversary of the Santa Fe Trail, which will be
held at Bent's Fort near La Junta, Colorado, in 2021. This will
be a wonderful event and, if you are interested, should be on
your bucket list.
Believing it is good to work with other historical groups, the
chapter held its summer meeting with the Dodge City Chapter of the Western Cattle Trail Association on August 3. The
two chapters arranged for Ken Weidner to set up his tepee at
Casey's Cowtown and talk about the goods of the Southern
Cheyenne Indians, and how they were made. Also speaking was Michael Grauer, the McCustland Chair of Cowboy
Culture and Curator of Cowboy Collections and Western Art
at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum in
Oklahoma City. Michael spoke about the cowboys bringing
cattle up the trails to Kansas. Many of us are members of both
chapters and Michael is the president of the Western Cattle
Association.
The chapter received a wonderful award at the St. Louis
Symposium in September. We received the David Clapsaddle
Memorial Chapter Award for our 14 historic markers installed
over the last few years. The award mentioned that we have
raised the funds, researched the information, and held dedication ceremonies for all the signs. Chapter member Debbie
Calhoun was present at the symposium and accepted the
award for the chapter. David Clapsaddle of Larned was the
driving force in marking the trail in the Wet-Dry area as well
as in our chapter area. We will have the award at the November 3 meeting for all to see.
The chapter Christmas party will be Tuesday, December 10, at
the Cowtown at 6:00 p.m. Chapter member Carrol Burnett
will present our program for the February 1st winter meeting,
which will be held at Boot Hill.
The Santa Fe Trail Association will be holding its spring board
meeting here in Dodge City on April 17- April 18. This will
be a workshop as well as a board meeting and would be a good
time to see how the leadership of our association operates.
Wagon Bed Spring

Lakin, KS
President Linda Peters
Cimarron Cutoff

Elkhart, KS
President Jay Williams
Myrna and Bill Barnes, along with Becky and Leon Ellis,
worked the SFTA booth at the Kansas State Fair. Myrna,
Becky, and Morton County Museum member Barb Iman
presented a program about Morton County and the Santa Fe
Trail. They also had a booth promoting Morton County and
Southwest Kansas. Doug Iman helped in the booth and had
people waiting in line to spin the wheel to answer a question
about southwest Kansas or the Santa Fe Trail. Chapter member Richard Salamon was elected to the Board of Directors
at the SFTA general membership meeting in St. Louis. The
Morton County Museum participated in the annual OWLS
program this year. It was held at Middle Spring on the Cimarron National Grasslands.
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Bent’s Fort

Lamar, CO
President Kevin Lindahl
Since the chapter’s last article in Wagon Tracks, members have
enjoyed a couple of great activities. Over 45 members of the
Bent's Fort and Corazon de los Caminos Chapters enjoyed
a memorable trek to the Johnson Mesa east of Raton, NM,
Saturday, August 10. Members learned about the Historic Rock
Church, Lucien Maxwell, Johnson Mesa history, Dale Mountain, and ladybugs.
On September 26-28, the Bent’s Fort Chapter was well-represented at the 2019 SFTA Symposium in St. Louis. Members
enjoyed outstanding speakers, great tours, superb food, and tons
and tons of fellowship with one another. We were all amazed
at the historic sites in and around St. Louis. We learned how
St. Louis played a vital role in outfitting and financing traders
preparing for their journey on the Santa Fe Trail.
October 19 will find the Corazon de los Caminos Chapter
members again joining with the Bent’s Fort Chapter to visit the
sites of Bent’s New Fort and Sand Creek Massacre. November
9 the chapter’s education meeting at the Rawlings Museum in
Las Animas will bring a noted expert from Colorado College,
Michael Sawyer, who will present an informative presentation
on the Buffalo Soldiers. Come join us!
Corazon de los Caminos

Cimarron, NM
President Doyle Daves

Saturday, October 19, chapter members joined with the Bent’s
Fort Chapter to visit the site of the Sand Creek Massacre for
an informative program.
Sunday, October 20, we were invited to join with the DAR in
their dedication of a marker at Point of Rocks in New Mexico.
This is the third SFT event at Point of Rocks this year hosted
by Faye Gaines – she is really on a roll!
Saturday, November 9, we will be in Raton for a business meeting and a visit to the Raton Museum. Our business meeting
will include selection of chapter officers for 2020 and 2021. We
will consider suggested changes to the chapter bylaws, and set
a January meeting to prepare a 2020 schedule and a February
business meeting.
Doyle Daves was awarded the prestigious Jack D. Rittenhouse
Memorial Stagecoach Award by the SFTA for his lifetime
contributions in research and writing about the history of the
Santa Fe Trail. Congratulations, Doyle!
End of the Trail

Santa Fe, NM
President Joy Poole
September 2019 – During the week of the SFTA Symposium
Joy Poole gave four lectures on Dr. Willard in Missouri at various public libraries in St. Charles, St. Louis, Independence, and
Kansas City. She provided a guest interview for NPR’s Up to
Date while in St. Louis, Missouri. She urged listeners to consider joining the Santa Fe Trail Association and travel the trail
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in 2021. September 3-8, the Oregon-California Trail Association (OCTA) held their 37th convention in Santa Fe. Some
End of the Trail chapter members attended the convention and
lead tours along the Old Spanish Trail.
About ten people from Santa Fe and the End of the Trail
Chapter journeyed to Cimarron to see the wayside exhibits
along Highway 64, the Aztec Mill Museum, the St. James
Hotel, the Philmont Museum, and the Kit Carson house in
Rayado. They had a great time with lots of conversations and
exchanges on history of the trail. They were guided by Dave
Werhane, Museum Director, upon arrival. Pam Najdowski was
the field trip coordinator for the End of the Trail Chapter.
Tiptonville Interpretive Panel - Margaret Sears and Mike Pitel
continue to make progress with the Corazon Chapter on the
development of this panel. The text has been completed and
the majority of the images have been identified. The committee
will soon be starting the design phase of the interpretive panel.
During the 2019 annual conference of the Mountain Plains
Museum Association held in Albuquerque, a poster session on
the Santa Fe Trail was presented by Sharon Callahan, promoting the 200th commemoration. The conference attracted
museum professionals from a ten-state region.
Upcoming Programs at Southside Library,
6599 Jaguar Drive, Santa Fe, NM
Nov. 16, 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. “Terror on the Santa Fe Trail: Kit
Carson and the Jicarilla Apache.” The range of the Jicarilla
Apache covered a third of the Santa Fe Trail on both the
Cimarron Route and the Mountain Branch. At any time, they
could cut New Mexico off from the Union, striking cold fear
in the hearts of leaders in Santa Fe. Three times, when angered,
the Apache closed the trail, but in 1854 they had been at peace
for four years.
Governor Meriwether predicted a war caused by the policies
of his predecessor. But it didn't come. Then Lieutenant Davidson attacked a peaceful camp of Apaches. They defended
themselves with 100 warriors to his 60 dragoons. Twenty-two
dragoons died and the rest were wounded while the Jicarilla
suffered only three casualties. The governor had his war, which
was officially declared. Davidson became a hero and after
almost two years of pursuing and killing Apaches, the governor
made almost the same peace treaty as his predecessor.
Through it all Kit Carson was enemy, neighbor, friend, scout,
and their Indian agent.
Jan. 11, 2020, 1:30-3:30 p.m. A Chautauqua historical reenactment of Rev. Thomas J. Harwood by Rev. Willard Steinsiek.
Rev. Thomas Harwood, 1829-1916, once lived in the Santa Fe
Trail farming and ranching village of Tiptonville, seven miles
south of Fort Union.
March 21, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. Ruth Friesen, editor of Wagon
Tracks, will give a presentation on how the news from Santa Fe
reached the east coast and England, emphasizing using historic
newspapers for research and how to find research topics. The
title of the presentation is “Spreading the News from Santa Fe.”
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Santa Fe Trail Association
1046 Red Oaks NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
www.santafetrail.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

EVENTS
November 3: Dodge City, KS. Dodge
City Chapter fried chicken dinner. Ellen
Jones, "Hispanics on the Santa Fe Trail."
November 9: Las Animas, CO. Bent's
Fort Chapter, Michael Sawyer on Buffalo Soldiers.
November 9: Raton, NM. Corazon
Chapter meeting and museum visit.
November 13: McPherson, KS. Quivira chapter meeting
November 16: Santa Fe, NM. End of
the Trail Chapter, "Terror on the Santa
Fe Trail: Kit Carson and the Jicarilla
Apache."
December 1: Research grant deadline.
December 7: Independence, KS. MRO
holiday luncheon.
December 10: Dodge City, KS. Dodge
City Chapter Christmas party.
January 10. Wagon Tracks submission
deadline.

Routes Chapter. Ellen Jones on women's suffrage.
February 1: Dodge City, KS. Dodge
City Chapter, with presenter Carrol
Burnett.
February 23: Baldwin City, KS.
Douglas County Chapter. Pauline Sharp
presents "Lucy Tayiah Eads."
March 21: Santa Fe, NM. End of the
Trail Chapter, Ruth Friesen, "Spreading
the News from Santa Fe."
April 17-18: Dodge City, KS. SFTA /
NPS Workshop and SFTA board meeting.

September 24-26: Larned, KS. SFTA
Rendezvous.
April 16-17, 2021: Location TBD. SFTA
/NPS Workshop and SFTA board meeting.
June 12, 2021: near Council Grove, KS.
Symphony in the Flint Hills on the Santa
Fe Trail.
September 22-25, 2021: Bent’s Old Fort,
CO. SFTA Symposium.

January 11: Santa Fe, NM. End of the
Trail Chapter, Rev. Willard Steinsiek
reenacts Rev. Thomas J. Harwood.
January 26: Larned, KS. Wet/Dry
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